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ABSTRACT 


The purpose of this study was to examine the opinions held 
by parents concerning their involvement in Early Childhood Services 
"kindergarten' Perret These opinions were investigated by a 
checklist-questionnaire designed to determine the present and desired 
involvement of parents in the program. In addition, some parents, 
selected at random, were interviewed. 

In general, the findings indicated that of the fifty tasks 
analyzed, for twenty-five of them, the majority of the parents are 
presently not ange ied but desire involvement. For eighteen of the 
fifty tasks analyzed the majority of the parents are presently not 
involved and desire not to be involved. For the remaining seven 
tasks analyzed the majority of the parents are presently involved 
and desire involvement. For no tasks was it found that the majority 
are presently involved but desire no involvement. 

The study further revealed that all parents found the term, 
parent involvement, to be extremely difficult to define. When asked: 
"What do you like most about parent involvement?" slightly over 
sixty per cent of the subjects' responses centered around their 
desire to have an interest in and an awareness of their child's 
progress in the program. Over sixty per cent of the subjects were 
of the opinion that only parents that want to be involved should be 
and that each parent should have the right to make this decision. 
Slightly over one-half of the subjects were of the opinion that the 
Local Advisory Committee was a useful committee because according 


to E.C.S. guidelines a committee must be struck before government 
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funding is to be granted. Over one-third of the respondents were 
uncertain as to the usefulness of the L.A.C. since they had no know- 
ledge of the function of this committee. Over one-quarter of the 
subjects expressed the opinion that parent involvement could be 
improved through greater acceptance of parents by teachers and 


administrators. 
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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM 


In the spring of 1973 the Alberta provincial government 
established the Early Childhood Services (E.C.S.) program in 
conjunction with the departments of Education; Health and Social 
Development; Culture, Youth and Recreation and Advanced Education, 
with departments such as Agriculture and Manpower and Labour 
providing special services (Government of Alberta, 1973, p. 1) 

According to the Operations Handbook (Government of Alberta, 
1973) the central purpose of E.C.S. is to develop and implement 
effective programs to meet the specific needs of pre-school children. 
Any emphasis placed upon parent, staff and community programs should 
have, as its ultimate purpose, the enhancement of the quality of 
life of children. This is the underlying factor in planning and 
implementing programs at all levels. 

One prerequisite for implementing an E.C.S. program ina 
given community is parental involvement. E.C.S. will not "endorse, 
approve, or financially support" programs which do not have the 
commitment of parents: 

. . . involvement and co-operation of parents 
and community agencies in the decision-making 
process which affect vital areas of their own 
and their children's lives is strongly 


endorsed (Government of Alberta, 1973, p. 18). 


To receive governmental financial support operators ObeteGror 
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"kindergarten' programs must also establish a Local Advisory Committee 
(L.A.C.). E.C.S. policy states that to be effective programs must 
have a strong commitment on the part of parents of children and the 
local community. 

With an enrolment of approximately 25,000 children between 
the ages-of 4 1/2 and 5.1/2 years, the E.C<S. program is/now well 
into its second year of operation (Government of Alberta, 1975). 
However little research or evaluation concerning parent involvement 
in E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs has been conducted. 

Parent involvement has become somewhat controversial in the 
early childhood 'kindergarten' programs and although a paucity of 
research supports the value and the necessity of parental involvement, 
no research, in the writer's knowledge, has been conducted with 
regard to parental perception of 'kindergarten' involvement. 

This study is a descriptive survey, undertaken and designed 
to explore the perceptions held by a selected group of parents about 
certain variables related to parental involvement in E.C.S. 'kinder- 


garten' programs. 
II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


The central problem of this study is to examine the attitudes 
and opinions held by parents concerning their involvement ini bee ws. 
'kindergarten' programs with respect to the following research 
questions: 

1. What does parent involvement mean to the respondent? 


2. How do parents feel about parental involvement? 
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3. How are parents presently involved in the program? 

4. How do parents desire to be involved in the program? 

5. What are the parents' perceptions of the Local Advisory 
Committee? 

6. How can parental involvement be improved? 

These six questions served as the framework for formulating 
the tasks in the checklist-questionnaire and the items in the inter- 
view schedule. The study also attempted to determine if there are 
any relationships between the attitudes and opinions concerning 
parent involvement in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs held by 
parents actively involved on Local Advisory Committees and parents 
who are not involved on L.A.C.'s. 

The first section of the investigation consists of a 
checklist-questionnaire containing fifty tasks designed to determine 
the present and desired involvement of parents in the program with 
regard to the following five areas: service, instructional support, 
decision-making, administration and parent growth and development. 
The second section of the investigation consists of an interview 


with selected parents. 
III. EXPERIMENTAL SETTING 


The population for the investigation consists of all parents 
whose children attended a funded E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program in an 
Edmonton Public School during the 1974-75 school year. From this 
population six participating schools were selected. All the parents, 


whose children attended the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program in these 
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schools, constituted the subjects for the study. The size of the 
sample was three hundred and forty-two. From this sample a randomly 
selected number of forty-two parents—seven from each school, two 
L.A.C. parents and five non-L.A.C. parents—were interviewed for 


the study. 


IV. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 


For the purposes of this survey and report, the following 
meanings were attached to specific terms: 

Task. An activity related to a specific function that 
parents perform as part of their involvement in E.C.S. 'kindergarten' 
programs. 

Attitude. A state of mind regarding some matter, as 
indicating opinion or purpose. 

Opinion. A view, judgment, or appraisal formed in the mind 
about a particular matter or particular matters (Webster, iS Aal 
p. 1582). The terms "comment" and "feeling" were used synonymously 
in the interviews. 

Parent involvement. Parents, whose children attend a funded 
E.C.S. program, who gave of their time and service in implementing 
and operating the particular program in their community. 

Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.). A committee consisting 
of a co-ordinator (generally the teacher or principal), representa- 
tives of interested community agencies (public health, preventive 
social services, parks and recreation, etc.) anda majority of 


parents whose function is the planning, development and operation 
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of the program and provision for direct contact and involvement with 
the community (Government of Alberta, 1973, p. 14-18). 


Majority. 50.0 per cent or more of the respondents. 
V. ASSUMPTIONS MADE IN THE STUDY 


In order to proceed with the investigation and to interpret 
and formulate conclusions from the collected data, it was necessary 
to make the following assumptions: 

(1) The checklist-questionnaire represents an accurate and 
complete description of the tasks. 

(2) The tasks as described would be perceived similarly by 
all subjects involved in the study. 

(3) The subjects' perceptions of tasks performed is a 
basis for determining parent involvement. 

(4) Parents have definite views concerning parental involve- 
ment and these opinions are measurable. 

(5) The responses to the checklist-questionnaire will 
accurately reflect the ways in which parents in E.C.S. "kindergarten' 
programs have been involved during the 1974-75 school year. 

(6) The study will provide information to be of value to 
the University, E.C.S., the Edmonton Public School Board and the 


researcher. 
VI. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 


The validity of the findings of this investigation is 


limited in the following ways: 
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(1) Individual interpretation of the tasks may have varied 
somewhat from subject to subject. 

(2) Because the respondents questioned in the investigation 
have children in a particular school system, the results are gener- 
alizable beyond that system in only a limited way. 

(3) There are other important groups, for example, teachers 
and administrators, who undoubtedly hold certain opinions toward 
parental involvement in E.C.S. '‘kindergarten' programe? These 
attitudes, although they certainly would be relevant in a study of 
parental involvement, are not examined here. 

(4) Parents, who have been inundated by forms for completion, 
may be reluctant to respond to the checklist-questionnaire. 

(5) Parents, who view parental involvement as a positive 
component of the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program, would be motivated 
to respond and return the checklist-questionnaire. Parents with 


negative or indifferent attitudes might not respond at all. 
VII. SUMMARY 


The foregoing chapter has introduced the reader to the study, 
presented the problem to be investigated, stated the research 
questions and discussed the assumptions and limitations of the study. 

The remainder of the report is present in the following 
chapters: 

Chapter II - Review of Related Literature and Research 

Chapter III - Procedure 


Chapter IV - Analysis of the Data 
























beiiny ove yao eteat sie (te solgsvetaissnf Isubivibat 
vspetdire oF svetdes . | 

. 5 | ye om 7 _ 
nottepiteevat ods oi betiorteaup esnebnogess and sentsosd pisP 3 ee : 








-teneap es atluest edd ,mataye Loonoe salyotdaeq 6 af acwblids avid 

\Vew betimil 2 vino At ane aed2 a ak Sep - 

evaicbad ,ologexe rod , eciioxp jisstogie toute ets asedT 4(&) y 

ioaleands eroiniqe nietres bfod ylbstdvobny ortw eiote te inimbe Bae 

aeeq? .emetpote ‘fotwepsebrla') .2-9,0 ne jnomev Loved Beda - 

te ybuse 6 ot jasveler od bLydw Vin tkIrss yas puoi soba tae 

sir acto ton 915), dnsmtey lover letaaeg: 2 § 

otreiqnoo 2Ot emset yd besabanit nosed oven ony et dees (8) - 

etisnnoiteeyp-taiftoois efit, as Dbaojeet;og tresoried sc Vel ; a 
Ssvitigog & as ‘kemiaeend ietaownq welvy odw jagnexsd (2) 

betavicon ed bleow ,matpoig "nee sprabnt2" .2,.9.5 pd to Jasnogmey 

i2iw ernest te? oxinanoltesuy-tabtiseeds odd suse bile PevOg oy re) if | 


ile ds booqaes ton tdtim eebudigIs Sratet wae so evitepian: 
YSAMMUS - . LEV i 7 


Ybute a2 oF tahaet alt beoubottai sn teageda pitkogetod set ohh 

. inkemet ects boawse Bosbewasunt ad o meEk sie air tanneeeen 
-Xbute st to enottag tail bas ne ee 
Same TRE SSE: A 


aa) 








az 

; " 
7 [ : r any 5 
s% : - pi 1? 








Chapter V - Summary of the Study, Conclusions, Recommenda- 


tions for Further Research. 
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CHAPTER II 


REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND RESEARCH 


In this chapter the literature related to this study is 
reviewed under the following headings: 
(1) Literature and Research on Parental Involvement 


(2) The Alberta Scene. 


I. LITERATURE AND RESEARCH ON PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 


Parent involvement prior to the 1950's consisted primarily 
through organizations such as the Parent Teacher Association (PsT.A.). 
In the last decade considerable interest has arisen in developing 
more cogent ties between parents and the school. No other issue 
on the urban scene is as strategic as that of citizen participation 
(Bourgeois, 1969, p. 243). However,-it is well to note that as far 
back as 1537 the value of parental involvement was noted: 

Parents and teachers should not only be acquainted 
with each other . . . Parents and teachers should 
be familiarly linked together in amity and continual 
conference for their common charge, and each should 
trust in the judgment and personal good will of the 
other (Lombard, 1937, p. 1). 

Three hundred years later the first National Congress of 
Mothers held its convention. This body was the forerunner of what is 
known today as the P.T.A., one of the largest parent involvement 
groups in the United States. While the P.T.A. has an extremely large 
membership it has tended to become more social than political (Koerner, 


L961). 


Unlike programs for older children, early childhood programs 
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often rely heavily on the involvement of parents. Part of this 
arises from the early history of early childhood education programs 
which placed almost as much emphasis on the education of mothers as 
it did on the education of the young children. Contrary to critics 
of early childhood education who argue that schools will replace the 
home in the rearing of the child, kindergartens have often been . 
created by the parents whose children they were designed to serve. 
Parents have definite ideas regarding what experiences they desire 
for their youngsters and many of them are willing to invest consid- 
erable effort in achieving what they want. 

It is the popular belief in Canada that parents have the 
right to rear their offspring as they see fit. In actual practice, 
the right of the parent to raise his children as he chooses is 
abridged in a number of ways to ensure the safety and education of 
the child. Most provinces legislate compulsory education. Every 
parent must send his child to school during certain years of the 
child's life. This legal requirement grows as much out of the 
cultural need to maintain the social order as from the personal 
needs of children and their parents (Spodek, 1972, p. 257). 

Parents make the decision to enroll their child in an early 
childhood program and to keep him there, since education is usually 
not compulsory until the child is six years of age. How the parent 
feels about the particular early childhood program and the teacher 
is of extreme importance to the parent, the school and the child. 
Both the home and the school have a responsibility for what happens 


to the child, and neither can work completely independently of the 
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other. The most desirable program for the child results only if a 
co-operative working relationship is established. 

Recognizing the family as the prime agent of socialization 
and education, sociologists, psychologists and educators have con- 
cluded that the family unit is the setting in which personality, 


motivation for learning and development of achievement behaviors. are 


initiated (Bloom, 1964; Goodacre, 1970; Shipman, 1972; Borghi, 1974). 


Investigations and research concerning family factors associated 
with intellectual and personality behavior and development indicate 
thatethe familysis the,key factor! inthe learning processes and 


development of the child (Gordon, 1968, p. 24). 


Some educators have taken the position that the school system 


must take the initiative in the fostering of parent involvement. It 
is further felt that the home should be the place for involvement, 
but, if it cannot be accomplished there, then the school must do it. 
Fusco (1966) claims: 

Generally parents are interested in their children's 

education and are eager for them to succeed in 

school; their seeming indifference and apathy 

reflect their lack of knowledge regarding the 

nature of the demands the school will place on 

their children and their lack of skills concerning 

ways in which they can prepare their children for 

the transition from home to school, and reinforce 

and support school efforts made on behalf of their 

children (p. 145). 
Fusco's conclusion is that the school must take the initiative. 
It has been found, however, that parents often view the school with 
skepticism and pessimism and are not interested in the imposition 


of school values and attitudes upon their way of life (Koerner, 


1961). Liddle and Rockwell (1966) point out: 
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« . . adults do not have to be well educated to 

be intellectually stimulating to young children 

parents can learn to play the important function 

of showing, telling, and listening to their 

ehildrenm(p-e398 jt: 
They suggest some type of home-school liaison program which reflects 
the desire to have the parent accept the school model and learn to 
implement it at home. 

Other investigators claim that the socio-cultural environment 
determines different patterns of abilities, and that changing the 
social class position characteristics would presumably lead to the 
greatest comparable change in performance (Clausen, 1968; McCandless, 
1968; Margolin, 1974). This leads to the assumption that the school 
may be incorrect in its model and that parental involvement requires 
changing the school rather than changing the family. These views 
are similar to Moynihan's (1965) opinion that schools deal only with 
the education aspect and fail to be concerned with other family life 
situations. 

The advent of research indicating the importance of the home 
to the growth and development of the child has been parallelled by a 
movement to establish improved relationships between home and school 
(Sharrock, 1970). With little attention to any alienation which has 
existed between the two institutions (Taylor, 1972), home and school 
are being exhorted to enter into a partnership (Beyer, 1959; Sayler, 
1971; Newman, 1971). A number of authors urge that the schools pro- 
vide more information for parents concerning educational programs 


and methods and parental involvement (Heffernan and Todd, 1969; 


Lewis, 1970; Taylor, 1972; Spodek, 1973). 
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Sharrock (1970) in reviewing the research on home and school 
relations indicated that although research into this field had 
increased since the mid-sixties, the area dealing specifically with 
types of parental involvement and their extent and effectiveness 
remained relatively unexplored. Research of this nature, most of 
which has been conducted in British primary and secondary schools, 
shows that attempts have been made to determine the number of Parent- 
Teacher Associations in operation. There is, however, a on onl 
apart from small scale surveys, to indicate their range of 
activities. The Plowden Report (1967) and Green (1968) gave some 
indication of the range of contacts existing between parents and 
teachers, but little evidence of their effectiveness. 

Research in the field of parental involvement by various 
institutions and agencies has no common characteristics in either 
goals or design. To some degree, all one can learn is that a 
variety of procedures have been tried, that goals and evaluations 
have not been clearly specified, and that most judgments are sub- 
jective. 

We speak of parent participation or parent involvement in 
education but at what level of the educational process is the 
parent really involved? According to Gordon (1968), Hess et al, 
(1971), Greenwood, Brievogel and Bissent (1972), and Pomfret (1972) 
there are five levels or categories of parent involvement: parents 
as supporters, educators, teacher assistants, clerical assistants 
and decision-makers. 


At the first level, parent involvement or participation means 
























fowtos bow amed no douseeen edd priwalys2 al (Oneay a 
had bisit eldy oped doracast dpvodtis gene 

mre yileoitinega puileeb sexe art \satdxbe-bim ae eee 
eaenavisootts bas taste slett. bas Jaomavioval isqasweq 90 aay 


to deom ,oiwden elit Io rioredeor nearer gieviseiee Saat 
,aloorisa yishbaossa brie 7isrhig teiir3 at hecdouerioao, read sine ASA er 





_ 





-tas<ed Go aden aris eaimseteb of sham nyad aved efomartis tsi2" awerday 
i 7 fy ; 
,oitdkl ,tevewod .ck ered? <notasiteqo nm snotastoodes aeeaaiam se 
20 serex atal2 s7g0ibnt of vavev we sfeor Llane mos? diay i. 7 


amoz avep (88€f) nse1D bone (SOP) taoged nebwort eit saerae eee - 





bia sttexuseq neewisd paljeixs eiosesnog 26 SQRSL ent io noiseeiban- 
.a@ernevisoeits wzisedi 19 sonabive slasii sud  exedoped ; 

evolzsy yd tramavbowni. fasnb3159 Yo Biekt vest At dotssves | 
Sentie al avizeitog¢oetsndd dommoo on det solbasps bee empisnorsemk 

6 teid 2. cise! qo sno Lis .Sspt995 Smge Or -tpiesb So. tna a7 

in6ijtauleve fae elsop teddy .baizd sed) svar aeavbeverd to yrolvay | 

=ive *15 etuemetuy s2o0m dutt bea Seti iosggg) vives need You avail 

te 

-owsaat 


aki Jhemeviovnt jiaatsq to HOLS E GLI SIRE ASSES oO Aseqa aw. a 


relat 


to re 
aca sc aesanhaemth mre: | 


Qld mk een fenoidwotiBa ‘odto36 tevet ret te’ tod @ 
6 de gash « (8282) mabi08 oF ee sbavlovink! 
— euritard , SPety Rees 


12 


that parents will either be an audience getting the message and 
listening to the word or they will be involved as bystanders and 
observers visiting the school to see what the professional teacher 
does. 

When we move one step higher and seek to involve the parent 
as a direct and active teacher of the child, what is it we will ask 
him or her to teach? Questionnaires and observations, however, 
reflect the bias of changing the family pattern to meet the schools' 
and professionals' concepts of what the home ought to be. 

At a third level, when parents are involved in active roles 
in the school as aides and volunteers, the major thrust is the 
change of the parent rather than the change in the school. The 
goal would seem to be to change or help the child, or to change or 
help the parent. If change is the goal, changes in skills and 
attitudes would be affected. 

A fourth level would involve the parent as a trained paid 
worker in the school setting. Although all these types of involve- 
ment imply a change in the value system of the parent, is not such 
participation usually designed to provide support for goals already 
established by professionals? 

A fifth approach to parental participation and involvement 
has been suggested in the form of parent control of the school 
board and school system. Although this may seem revolutionary when 
proposed for urban parents, actually the right to elect school 
boards, to participate in decision-making and to help set the tax 


burden, is enjoyed by most rural parents. Decentralization of the 
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school districts in large urban areas is another example of the 
attempt to bring the school system under local control. When we 
move to local control, the parents, rather than being recipients, 
become participants in decision-making about curriculum, textbooks, 
instruction, selection of teachers and perhaps even the training 
of teachers. 

A multiplicity of programs have been developed and imple- 
mented resulting in many parents becoming involved as et 
of such programs. Parent participation or involvement runs the 
gamut of all these levels in early childhood programs and it is 
difficult to say which models work best under given conditions. To 
compensate for the considerable variation of parental roles in early 
childhood programs some attempts are being made to classify and 
categorize the task assigned roles (Calvert, 1971; Hess et al, 1971; 
Early Childhood Services, 1974). 

During the last decade, parent involvement programs have 
received impetus from three major areas. Programs have originated 
as university-research projects, as efforts from local school 
systems or community agencies and as Federally supported national 


programs in the United States. 


University Research Programs 


The brief descriptions of the following programs are 
selective vetted than comprehensive due to the newness of the field 
and the inconclusive findings of projects still in progress. Other 
university and college research projects involving parents are 


underway at other major institutions using designs analogous to 
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those described below. The aspects of the programs which emphasize 


parent involvement will be discussed here. 


Boston University Project — The initial approach to parents 
to solicit attendance az their children to the school was made 
through a professional family worker. Once the child was in school, 
the teacher was responsible for maintaining continuous contact | 
through home visits and daily formal and informal contact with 
mothers. 

The basic parental involvement procedure, beyond the almost 
daily contact peeween teacher and mother, was case work. The family 
work was carried on by social workers and a public health nurse. 
There was no "formal curriculum" of parent education and the usual 
case work procedures were the main technique employed. Parental 
involvement rested predominantly with the teacher and the social 
workers. The former was concerned with the child; the latter with 


the parents. 


Peabody College Project — This project in 1961 focused on 
the conditions of the home. The goal was to have the mother see 
herself as a teacher and to involve her as an active participant. 
Klau and Gray (1967) in their report of the project stated: 

. . . most of the mothers carried responsibilities 
that sapped their energies, both physical and 
emotional; thus, any requests that demanded 
additional time and energies would seem over- 
whelming (p. 18). 


The essential features were a combination of a cognitive 


orientation, a pre-school program and follow-up into regular school 
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accompanied by a systematic home visitory program using professionals 
to assist the mother in supplementing the child's educational 


experience. 


University of Tllinois Project — This project was designed 
to study the effect that short-term parent training in instruction 
would have on the intellectual and language development of the aie 
Three teachers, experienced in pre-school education, instructed the 
mothers on how to make educational games and toys from inexpensive 
materials found in their homes, helping them to understand ways to 
use the materials. 

In essence, this program was similar to the Peabody program 
in that it focused on helping the mother to serve as a teacher. The 
essential difference was the direct involvement of the parent in the 
creation and utilization of teaching materials. This is far removed 
from the case work orientation of oe Boston project and one step up 
the line of parental involvement from the home visitor program at 


Peabody College. 


Howard University Project — The major objective, in addition 
to helping the children, was: 


. . . to help the children's parents participate 
in and contribute to their children's enlarged 
experience and to widen their own interests and 
knowledge so that they might make use of the 
facilities and opportunities available in their 
neighborhoods and in their communities (Kittrell, 
1968 ;oeel35) - 


The program consisted of group meetings, held at the school 


or in the neighborhood, in which the parents worked together to 
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make things for the school and discussed various child care concerns 
such as nutrition and ways to answer children's questions. The 
second phase of the program consisted of individual parent visits to 
the school to observe children and to participate as volunteers to 
help the teacher. 

In comparison with the Illinois and Peabody projects there 
was no organized curriculum for parents beyond involvement and the 
utilization of parental questions and concerns as they emerged as 
guidelines for the teacher and other staff members in providing 
information for the parents. The parent program resembled that of 
the parent co-operative nursery school plus the special features of 


home visitation. 


University of Florida Project — The Florida Education 


Program, one of the better known projects, headed by Gordon (1968) 
is a home tutoring program designed a teach the mother special 
sequential tasks to use with her infant beginning at age three 
months and continuing through age two. 

One of the essential differences between this program and 
other home visit programs is the use of the paraprofessional as the 
home visitor. This required a careful training program and a 
continuous in-service program for the parent educators. As in the 
case of other projects mentioned, there were difficulties encountered 
in establishing and maintaining relationships. 

As in the case of the Tllinois project, the parent educators 
assisted in the development and assessment of the instructional 


materials and taught them to other mothers in their homes. The other 
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programs use direct communication between professional and parent; 
here the communication bridge is provided by another parent specially 
trained to play the role of parent-educator. The investigation 
indicated that a relationship between the parent-educator and the 
mother can be sustained over time and that the children involved do 


benefit. 


Implications of University Programs: An analysis of the 
assessment measures used to test the achievement of program goals 
seem to indicate that there is almost a complete lack of measures of 
change in parents other than those gleaned from anecdotes or inter- 
views. Several factors may account for this: (1) the difficulty of 
measuring parental growth and involvement; (2) the project directors' 
decision that the measurement of children would be the best way of 
measuring the effectiveness of work with parents; and (3) lack of 
adequate measurement devices. 

Although the data collected to date on the effectiveness of 
parent involvement in changing parent attitudes and behavior per- 
taining to the growth of their children is inconclusive, there seems 
to be some indication that it is possible to involve parents success- 


fully in the educational process. 


Local Programs: School and Community 


There are a multitude of education programs in progress in 
the United States involving parent participation. Selection of the 
following programs is based on the general criterion that parent 


involvement should be more than a teacher home visit or social work 
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program or pupil parent counselling. Some current studies have been 
omitted since the evaluation of the programs has not yet been com- 
pleted. The general research literature in education was searched 
for specific research reports on parental involvement. However, very 
few programs list in systematic fashion their goals for parents and 


their design characteristics. 


Pittsburghyschoolssystems——sParents weresutilizedvasepre- 
school aides, as many as four or five in the classroom. They 
conducted some supervision of play, storytelling and other duties. 
Home-school relations were conducted by a highly trained professional 
who served as a liaison between the principal and the community. 

In other programs this role has been turned over to the para- 
professional who was a parent in the community. The pre-primary 
program set aside one day a week for group parent meetings in which 
all younger siblings came to school and the parents worked with 


their own children. 


Baltimore City Schools — This project used group activities 
based on parental concerns and it provided for home visits, 
individual conferences, visitation to the classroom and trips with 
children. The project directors made no effort to conduct tradi- 
tional parent education classes but felt instead that parent 
activities had to be unstructured and informal and that they had 
to be suggested by the parents themselves during home visits, 
conferences and classroom visitations. 


Although the report states that thousands of parents 
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participated in a variety of activities and services, this partici- 
pation is again on the recipient level since parents are told by the 


school about ways in which they may help their children. 


San Diego Benen re — As part of its adult education program, 
a parent participation class for twenty-five to thirty parents and 
their three-to-five year old children was instituted. All parents 
attended one evening a week and also went to school the three 
mornings a week when their children were in nursery school. The 
parent served as teacher assistant as well as an observer and 
participated in group work in child development. Goals of the 
program were to enable the parents to understand the child, under- 
stand themselves and strengthen parent-child relationships and 
improve family life. 

The program had a heavy emphasis on the interpersonal 
relationships and personality development and much lighter emphasis 
on organized or systematic cognitive programs. 

In contrast to the Baltimore and Pittsburgh programs, the 
parents in the San Diego program act in the capacity of an advisory 
committee. This moves them a step upward in terms of involvement 


from the recipient category. 


Ypsilanti Schools — The main emphasis involved home teaching 
in three different programs between 1962 and 1967. The present 
program in Ypsilanti is a system-wide application synthesizing what 
was learned from these programs. 


In evaluating the program, Radin and Sonquist (1968) stated: 
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. . - although these results are only tentative 
in view of the small number involved, they do 
corroborate the view of the staff that the program 
is most effective in reaching parents who are pre- 
disposed to fostering their child's intellectual 
development but lack the methodology. The project 
is least effective with alienated, dejected 
Darents  (p.aL5). 
As contrasted with the San Diego program, which concentrated on 
parent emotional factors, the emphasis here was on parental cognitive 


factors. 


Hempstead, Long Island — The parental involvement component 
of this pre-kindergarten experimental program included parent inter- 
views in the fall, a minimum of one home visit per semester and 
parent education meetings held weekly. The focus of the work with 
parents was aimed at enlisting their co-operation and finding out 
what medical or social worker services were needed by the child. 

The staff were all professional. It may therefore be per- 
ceived that the parent is the recipient of aid rather than a partner 
in the school enterprise, as contrasted with the view held in the 


San Diego preschool program. 


Implications of Local Programs — The following are 


characteristic of most of the school-home parent involvement programs 
which have been outlined: 


1. A home visitor program which involves trained personnel to inform 
parents about schools and educational techniques, informs schools 
about home environments and problems, and/or provides for parent 
or child counselling. 


2. Parents participating in school and classroom activities; 
information disseminated and discussed concerning all phases 
of family life with emphasis on child development. 
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3. Literature, newsletters, fieldtrips used to involve parents in 
school activities. 


4. Use of parent talent in the schools, in the form of classroom 
aides, parent aides and professional staff. 


Most of the early childhood programs stress combinations of the above 
four characteristics, approaching the parent involvement component 
in different ways due to basic differences in orientation. 

It seems that some school systems see the parent as a 
recipient of aid and view parental involvement mainly oe a technique 
for getting the parent to understand the school and co-operate with 
the ongoing school program. Many of the programs do not seem to 
involve parents at any level of the decision-making process. There 
does not seem to be much effort to understand what parents want 
which might modify the school's organization, curriculum or teaching 
style to meet community needs. 

There seems to be no stated objectives by educators as to 
why they seek an improved home-school relationship beyond the general 
implication that a co-operative climate is to be desired. Most 
programs do not specify what changes they are seeking in home 
characteristics which might occur because of improved relationships 
between home and school. Nevertheless, the efforts at parental 
involvement do represent a great step forward from the P.T.A. 
approach and do indicate a desire to communicate and to work closely 


with parents to improve existing conditions. 


National Programs 
The Office of Economic Opportunity (O.E.0O.) funded programs 


of Head Start, Parent Child Centers and Follow Through are U.S. 
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national programs which emphasize active parent involvement. These 
national programs have built their programs upon the research 
developed by the universities and local community programs during 
the last decade. The emphasis on parent involvement, however, is 
based on the assumption that parents are not to be seen simply as 
recipients of aid but as active partners in the child development 


process. 


Head Start — The Head Start program began in 1965 as a 
crash summer program in many large urban areas and has developed, in 
most cases, into a year round child development program. The O.E.O. 
guidelines for Head Start and Parent Child Centers reflects its 
view concerning the decision-making power of the parent: 

The opportunity for parents to take part in making 
decisions is a major goal of the Head Start pro- 
gram . . . perhaps the most important parental 
decision-making can center around pinpointing the 
needs of their children. Parents know the home 
background, the problems they face and the order 
in which they feel these problems ought to be met. 
The advice of parents is essential in planning and 
carrying forth the Head Start Child Development 
Program. Parents should have a chance at the very 
earliest stages of organization to make suggestions 
and recommendations as members of planning and 
advisory groups. Parents' representatives should 
be chosen through democratic methods (1967, p. 14). 

The structure of Head Start differs from that of the other 
programs described in its requirements for parental involvement in 
decision-making and organization. In addition to serving on 
advisory committees, parents are encouraged to volunteer their 


services as well as to seek employment as teacher aides, community 


aides and the like, and to participate in opportunities for parent 
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education. Such education may include child development, nutrition 
and family life activity. 

As to the effects of parent involvement, a summary of research 
indicated that: 

. . . those parents who volunteered to participate 
seem to feel less alienated, felt more positively 
toward the program, made greater use of community 
services and had more intact family structures than 
comparable non-Head Start families (McDavid, 1967, 
p- 4). 

It has also been found that children whose parents were 
voluntary participants in Head Start continue to do better than 
children whose awe had been actively recruited for participating 
in the program. This might indicate that the initial group of 
voluntary parents had more interest and positive attitudes to begin 
with than did others who did not participate. Parents felt that 
the program was beneficial to their children and that in learning 
about child development and child rearing their aspirations were 
raised. As in most programs of parent involvement, the problem of 
reaching the most difficult group of parents—those who are 
apathetic—has not been solved. 

Although most parents view the program positively, evaluators 
comment that more parent participation should be encouraged by 
intensively involving parents in the Center's activities, by more 
imaginative means of strengthening the relationship between home and 


school and through greater emphasis on the importance of the home's 


reinforcement of the school's efforts. 
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Parent Child Centers — This program began in 1968 and was 
planned to be a comprehensive program emphasizing the family as the 
agency to be served. Intellectual stimulation activities begin with 
prenatal education of the mother, a program of stimulation in infancy, 
day care and an education procram for the parents in child develop- 
ment. As in Head Start, parental involvement may take many forms 
from serving on advisory boards to receiving aid. Each center must 
have parents and other community personnel on the aeaning committee 
and on the policy advisory committee. 

This program represents a downward and upward extension of 
Head Start with emphasis on the prevailing theory of the importance 
of the early years in setting the stage for both intellectual and 


personality development. 


Follow Through Program — This is an upward extension of 
Head) Start, begun in the fall of 1967 on a pilot basis in forty 
communities. It came into being because evaluations of Head Start 
indicated that many children who showed gains in the Head Start 
programs were not maintaining those gains in a conventional school 
program. The Follow Through Program was designed to carry the Head 
Start comprehensive service for children into first grade, with a 


plan to maintain these services into the third grade. 


Implications of U.S. National Programs — The emphasis of the 


U.S. Federally funded programs concerning the child and his family 
is expanded from previous research programs at the university and 


local level. These programs strive to serve the child and his family 
























as | ie. 
e~ 


~~ : ve 


| as = | 

eow Boe 8a0f at aopod meapouq akdT = ent ART 
od as yYiime? ed? ariahesigme: mespota eer 
djiw miped eesitiviins sojtalumice Tendsetlerat tuvine ef ed Yonops 
wyoustni at noitelomite to metiposG s aeiiiom ita ee sineciealiiiaene 
-yoleveb Dildo ai atasvsq edd 267 Maas AsLIssqBS 6) Sas Sto yesh. ” 
amiga Veet otet yan. Jaonaviovnl laakeveg (22688 brsit ied aa tose | 
baseae 1s7q00 dnBo . .bis. pnivieost of Bbie00 vacwbaie “RO paiviee mor? : ® 
yottimmoh ptinnsiq sri oo Lemncarag ytd tune Scie huis aoneieq ‘svad. 


ssott.immos yidelvhe wot ing edd o¢ Bre” 


to aSteneixs Busway Sis ewan 5 RI RSH TIO matporg exit . 
: ; att v? - 7 

: * ' . 
‘atiogai sdt+ So yrosdd patiieverq <d9 fo Sresaame meee ore a i 
ae 
DMG asutoSslisetat Ajod Xot SPese sat pas IIDE “Tu BUESY vite ot Ne. i + 


_Jnemgoleveb So LLanotaya 7 


to no facetxe biawad ns Stetina nisspocr gs Aptio ware woatiod OF’. -_—) - 
yixot' at aiesd tolla-s » NOE! 20, ie, sd7 oe hyped J1et8 Best 
JxeB72 bes Jo sznoptsy lave outaond pried wcink éaPtia“> 4s . . ae idttqgomoc: Ps ; 
frat heat ott He anisag bewenle ride nesbl oho get tats bedanibni~ 
inédee frrnatansvios 5  Snisn, eau eisichasingem ton STSw amarpo3g 
Beol eft yxr149 of Sonptesh gow narpexd guest yelios dt mB sBOR a 
s d¢iw sbsve-3a3t9 odie noxbido vrasceigenann: 


er Gutds a a, 


- 
>» 


7 






Sp sth 
9 eae ease ny 





26 


from birth through third grade. Each allows for and encourages 
parental involvement at all levels of participation. Each provides 
medical and social services, as well as educational opportunities 
for child and parent. Each allows for great diversity in implemen- 
tation and generally reflects Federal support without stifling 
restrictive controls. 

The continued effectiveness of these programs and their 
Maintenance are dependent upon continuous funding Petnen than the 
present year-to-year operation and upon longitudinal research studies 


to determine the effectiveness of the programs. 
II. THE ALBERTA SCENE 


Until March of 1973 Alberta was one of the few provinces in 
Canada without a program for preschool children. Several factors 
retarded the establishment of publicly supported kindergartens in 
this province: (1) some rural areas were opposed to kindergartens 
because of the estimated costs and distances of travel for the 
youngsters; (2) intense public concern that the establishment of 
kindergartens would add considerably to the total education budget; 
and (3) lack of research indicating that the establishment of 
kindergarten is beneficial for youngsters. The Alberta Human 
Resources Research Council, in its annual report for 1971, claimed 
that only 2.2 per cent of Alberta's five year olds were attending 
kindergartens compared to the national average of 60 per cent and 
that Alberta was the only province then that had no commitment with 


respect to future plans for comprehensive public school kindergarten 
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programs. The Worth Commission (1972) reported overwhelming support 
for tax-supported kindergartens and strongly advocated that universal 
kindergartens be established in Alberta. 

Worth (1972) suggested that "Early education before the age 
of six should have three major functions: stimulation, identifica- 
tion and socialization." He further stated: 

Opportunities should be offered for learning a 
variety of attitudes, skills and behaviors which 
will promote aesthetic, emotional, intellectual 
and physical development. This does not mean a 
downward extension of conventional schooling; 
rather it means approaching each child on his 
terms . . . The purpose is not readiness or 
academic basic training in the traditional sense 
but the launching of human quest for self- 
fulfillment. Wide ranging exploration must take 
precedence over narrow preparation (p. 50). 

The Worth Commission Report (1972) also emphasized the 
importance of involving the family and the community in the total 
framework of early edutation: 

. . ». Early Education, the home and the community 
must be complementary to and not substitute for 
each other (pe 5). 

In March, 1973, the Government of Alberta outlined its future 
plans for Early Childhood Services on the basis of the Worth Commis- 
sion Report, the Minister's Advisory Committee on Early Childhood 
Education and a policy paper entitled "Opportunities for Infants" by 


L. W. Downey Research Associates. The plans provided for: 


a) strengthening the role of the family as a first and 
fundamental influence on child development; 


b) the early detection of health, mental and educational 
handicaps; 


c) the provision of remedial and preventative health 
programs on a priority basis to children and parents 
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of children who need special services (1973, p. 2). 
Any incorporated, non-profit community organization or local 
school authority may operate an E.C.S. program provided it meets 
guidelines, established-by the Department of Education, related to 
program emphasis, staffing requirements and facilities. 
Early Childhood Services involves the co-ordinated planning, 
integration and delivery of services to young children and their 
families. An E.C.S. program is a planned set of activities which 
have been developed to meet the specific needs of young children and 
their parents in a particular community. Such a program has activi- 
ties for both children and parents and includes plans for coordination 
and utilization of resources available in the community. The program 
encourages parents to be involved in the planning and operation of 
the Sere ee programs. 
The main goal for providing services to young children and 
their families is to help strengthen the sense of dignity and self 
worth within the child and the child's family. In recognizing the 
importance of the parents in the education of their children, parent 
education and involvement is an integral part of the program: 
E.C.S. envisages a strong involvement of parent 
and community agencies in the decision-making and 
general operation of the programs at the local 
level. This is based upon the premise that active 
involvement of parents and community agencies is 
necessary to providing effective programs 
(Operations Handbook, 1973, p. 22). 

The Early Childhood Services Branch has affirmed its belief that one 


institution operating without the support of the other is ineffective. 


Parental commitment, therefore, is necessary to obtain financial 
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support for the program: 
Parent program activities are essential to support 
a claim for grants on behalf of children. Each 
center is required to maintain a log of parent and 
community activities (Program and Services Guide, 
1974, p. 4). 

Thus involvement of the parents and the community is an 
essential aspect of the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. The program 
is planned by the Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.) which consists 
of the principal or vice-principal, teacher, representatives of 
local agencies within each community and a majority of parents. The 
purpose is to provide each child with the opportunity to grow 
socially, physically, intellectually, emotionally and culturally. 
Since learning in young children takes place continuously, the 
primary way in which children learn about the world is through 


play and other experiences offered to them at home, school and the 


community. 
III. SUMMARY 


This chapter presented a two part discussion of the theoret- 
ical framework upon which the investigation is based. The first 
section discussed parent involvement in early childhood programs 
with reference being made to a number of programs through documenta- 
tion of related literature. The second section of the discussion 


outlined the Early Childhood Services program in Alberta. 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
I. OVERVIEW 


The main problem was to examine the attitudes and opinions 
held by parents concerning their involvement in the E.C.S. 'kinder- 
garten' program. 

To secure data relating to the above stated problem, 342 
parents in six schools received a checklist-questionnaire to complete 
and forty-two of these parents were selected to be interviewed. 

This chapter contains a discussion of the checklist- 
questionnaire and interview as techniques for data collection, the 
instrumentation, the pilot study, sampling procedures and data 


collection. 


II. UTILIZATION OF THE CHECKLIST-QUESTIONNAIRE AND SELECTED 


INTERVIEWING AS A MEANS OF SOLICITING PARENTAL OPINIONS 


This study utilizes two major methods of data collection: 
checklist-questionnaire response and individual interviews. Both 
of these survey techniques are most widely used in evaluating and 
measuring opinions. 

The checklist-questionnaire, as a technique for collecting 
data, has been selected because, in its anonymity, it gives the 
respondent the opportunity to express freely his opinions concerning 


his involvement since the checklist-questionnaire eliminates any 
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"social pressure." Murphy et al (1931) state that "actions are 
frequently deSigned® to distract or conceal "true’opinion' . . . All 
behavior is subject to modification of courtesy expediency or social 
pressure" (p. 912). Such ‘social pressure' for concealing 'true 
opinions' occurs in both verbal and nonverbal behavior. Hence the 
researcher was most careful in emphasizing the anonymity of the 
checklist-questionnaire responses in attempting to lessen the effect 
of ‘social considerations. ' 

Some of the disadvantages of using a checklist-questionnaire 
involves the wording of questions so that a variety of respondents 
with differing backgrounds will understand it in the same manner. 
Remmers and Gage (1955) state that this problem can never be 
eliminated: "At best it is possible only to minimize the errors 
arising from the source, they can not be eliminated completely" 

(p. 384). A further disadvantage of the checklist-questionnaire is 
that only a small proportion of respondents return the questionnaire 
(Kerlinger, 1964; Good, 1966; Fox, 1969). 

The collection of the respondent data from the checklist- 
questionnaire was supplemented by interviewing. Interviewing, as a 
technique for collecting data, was selected because there are several 
purposes to be achieved by the interview that can not be achieved by 
other methods. Interviews may reveal important variables. The 
exploratory interview offers a means of discovering relations among 
variables, and thus, for setting up hypotheses for further testing 
(Sanford, 1966, p. 608). An interview approach makes a study 


involving many variables cohesive (Wrightstone, 1956, p. 158). 
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Gronlund (1965) advocates the use of supplementary interviewing: 

Attitude scales, like other self-reporting 

techniques, provide verbal expressions of 

feelings and opinions that individuals are 

willing to make known to others .. . Even 

under the most ideal conditions however, it is 

desirable to supplement attitudes determined 

by self-report methods with evidence obtained 

from direct observation (p. 356-357). 
Kerlinger states that interviews produce data about the respondents' 
behavior which must have come from them or originated with other 
people. He further states that interviews form the beliefs, opinions, 
attitudes and feelings that respondents have about objects with an 
estimate of their own reasons for doing or believing something 
(LOIS 7 pw 413) 

This investigator employed an unstructured interview tech- 
nique where the questioning was guided by an interview schedule. 
Gronlund (1965) claims: 

The flexibility of the unstructured interview 

makes it possible for the interviewer to pursue 

promising leads which arise spontaneously and 

for the interviewee to elaborate upon his 

answers until he is certain that his feelings 

and attitudes are clearly understood (p. 12-13). 
Utilizing this probing technique the investigator attempted to probe 
into responses and explore any arising inconsistencies in the data. 

One disadvantage of the interview technique is the possibility 
of the interviewer biasing the interviewee's responses. The effect 
of the interviewer on the respondent verbally or by inferential 
gesture is an influence which can not be measured. These difficulties, 


however, can be overcome by following a schedule guide. Wrightstone 


et al (1956) point out that "another disadvantage of the interview 


ct | Ne 





















iontiweivisand ytetnomelegye Ta sau Sit 


pantqoges~% [oe Serta aAL 

TO eaoleson gee fectav 

e1f ‘alevb Iv sba4 Sand on 
neva » . . ¢terito of (wee outer ae 

at ti. ,wavewod 2AaASteLoNGe {gebt a 3 
hbegtinzeteh asbusliTsn: +nremolgqua ota! &TLaHD. 
bonksido souohive, deiw shadt em aeodes= Lea = yet 
(Cde~ae£ a) mottevesedo doesn Simons 






a 
‘ - i 


y ra. 10 4 
‘esqabnocesy sit diucds steh souvborg srothosnaye seid vosada, som ea 
‘ tte : 
rarnive ast iw b £ rene tO 30 meri? mor? smo gust ae biel Pay e } 


aHotrigo ,2tstled ois srsol ewe lvresae Fens Be et a seta aA nee 7 
dtiw etostdo tuode svi adie does per + eeishteat bre aabustaie | 
patissenoe privel fed’ te unio’ 10} Enoensy awe Faces do ees 

tei - area so 


poivisini bstusouxgeny ns Deyolars seta toauyea 2ie7 j , 


luhboerioe wsivtesab ne ve bedtup BEY priicd peop ails esata stipia : 
:atiee>. (280) ican: wat 


wai?sodttt) Berle pissahae aes yititdQwh? eft ) 
auesug Of yewoLu tema rend” god Agr icy ache ee 
DAS ¥ SUOSTSSHOgs Se Cte pe ae 
td nogr stsaqda., 9 Me | 7 i, : 
epiiioai €id dees hsdpa FR ye ie 


- 4 7 - 
. (Eff .0)  Bootaxysbhay rizsaie $t6. ar E ‘bts - a ; a 
: ¥ hie 7 


adorg ot bevgmesis se rbvivewyinl Ts Ease con ince oo —_ 
26365! 8d bi asisagtssenacyit painiaa valid me ) 
at site eer 
: ‘As 4 . 


Wii idtesog oft ei nana dl rien 2g ina Me 4 aa ae | 
/ we Oe Whe OP ae: v et pin gels 7 iy 
iw ee he 3 Ee Hid 7 
nite voi: ieee 
Pens se Se om < a em 


6- 





“= 









technique is the time required which necessitates the selection of 
a small sample" (p. 155). The results can seldom be treated ina 


quantitative manner. 
III. DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHECKLIST-QUESTIONNATIRE 


Upon refining the problem to be investigated a checklist- 
questionnaire was selected as one method of collecting data. The 
checklist was developed from the one used by Hedges (1972) . The 
researcher considered this checklist too broad and too lengthy. 
Furthermore, many of the tasks did not pertain to an E.C.S. 'kinder- 
garten' program. Assistance in constructing a checklist was found 
in the literature on task list and task descriptions (Rahmlow and 
Kiehn, 1967; Cox, 1969). As a result the functional approach was 
adopted whereby tasks were considered for their functions and were 
assigned to categories. The task category consisted of "combinations 
of commonly interrelated tasks" (Rahmlow and Kiehn, 1967, p. 6). 

A total of fifty-two tasks concerning parental involvement 
in E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs were prepared by the investigator. 
The tasks were then categorized into four general areas: service, 
instructional support, decision-making and administrative. These 
tasks were taken to a number of knowledgeable persons in the field 
of Early Childhood Education. Among these were instructors at the 
University of Alberta in Elementary Education; Early Childhood 
Consultants for Early Childhood Services; Directors and Supervisors 
for Early Childhood both for the Department of Education and the 


Public School Board; Administrators; Kindergarten teachers; Parents 
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and Graduate students. They were asked to judge the checklist- 

questionnaire according to the following criteria: 

1) Is each task clear? If any are ambiguous, vague, redundant, 
overlong, can be misunderstood or have awkward wording, please 


revise. 


2) Is each task necessary? If any are inappropriate, misleading, 
biased or loaded in one direction or unnecessary, please delete. 


3) Add any other tasks you think necessary. 
The judges were further asked if they agreed with the four categories 
chosen and the placement of each task in one of the categories. 

In their selection and placement of tasks the judges felt 
that there was a need for a further category and the consensus was 
that a parent growth and development category be included. The 
investigator adopted the suggestion and devised a number of tasks for 
this category. The judges were again requested to select appropriate 
tasks for each of the five categories: 

A. Service Category—function to involve tasks that directly 
assist the program in the performance of its instructional, decision- 
making and administrative activities. 

B. Instructional Support Category—function to interact with 
children in a learning situation, normally within a classroom setting. 

C. Decision-making Category—function to set and evaluate 
policy with regard to program, staff, budget, curriculum. 

D. Administrative Category—function to institute and 
co-ordinate the functioning of the program. 

E. Parent Growth and Development—function to familiarize 
parents with principles of child development. 


The selected tasks were placed in a box and drawn at random. 
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Tasks appeared on the checklist-questionnaire in the order in which 
they were drawn from the box. The redeveloped checklist-questionnaire 


was then employed in a pilot study. 
IV. DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 


Once the problem to be investigated had been refined and» 
interviewing was selected as another method to collect data, work on 
the interview schedule was begun. In order to formulate the items 
in the interview schedule the researcher had to determine the 
objectives of the interview. The objectives of the interview relate 
to the research questions stated in Chapter one: 

1. What does parent involvement mean to the respondent? 

2. How do parents feel about parental involvement? 

3. How are parents presently involved in the program? 

4. How do parents desire to be involved in the program? 

5. What are the parents' perceptions of the Local Advisory 
Committee? 

6. How can parental involvement be improved? 

A twelve item interview schedule was designed. Open-ended 
items were included in the interview schedule to allow probing of 
inconsistencies and to lessen misunderstandings and ambiguities. 

An attempt was also made to construct funnel-type sets of questions. 
According to Kerlinger (1964) "the funnel starts with a broad 

question and narrows down progressively to important specific point 
or points" (p. 471). Vocabulary was simplified to minimize language 


difficulties that might be experienced by the interviewees. A 
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schedule guide was composed similar to that prepared by Hoke (1970, 
p. 112) to be read to each interviewee prior to the actual interview 
so that the respondent had a review of background information and 
information concerning the guidelines of the interview. It was 
assumed that any resulting interviewer bias would tend to be of the 
Same nature for each interview. 

The interview items and the schedule guide were judged by 
several knowledgeable persons at the University of Alberta to 
eliminate redundancy, awkward wording and to add any other items they 


deemed necessary. 
V. OBJECTIVES OF THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEMS 


The objective of item one was to put the respondent at ease 
and to encourage the respondents to relax and to express themselves 
freely. Furthermore item one served as a reliability check on the 
checklist-questionnaire on the assumption that any inconsistencies 
would appear. 

Item two was designed to enable the interviewee to discuss 
something which he or she should have been familiar with, the program 
of the E.C.S. 'kindergarten,' and to ease any tension present in the 
initial stages of the interview. 

Item three required the respondent to state his opinion as 
to what parental involvement means to the individual. The responses 
would constitute a definition of parental involvement and perhaps 
indicate the role of the parent in the E.C.S. "kindergarten' program. 


Items four to eight were included to solicit desirable and 
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undesirable features with respect to parental involvement in the 
program. 

Item nine was designed to ascertain how parents are presently 
involved in the program. 

Item ten sought parents' opinions regarding their preferred 
or, desired: participation insthe Esc:s. "kindergarten' program. 

Item eleven was designed to determine parents' perceptions 
of the Local Advisory Committee as to the necessity ane usefulness 
of this committee in operating the program. 

Item twelve sought parents' opinions and suggestions with 
respect to the need for improvement in the area of parental involve- 
ment in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs. 

The statement of the items in the interview schedule can be 


found in Appendix B. 
Wits IPI ehe SeraiDne 


To validate the two survey instruments and to standardize 
procedures, a pilot study was carried out in an Edmonton Public 
school. On February 24, 1975 twenty-eight checklist-questionnaires 
with attached self-addressed stamped envelopes were given to the 
kindergarten teacher for distribution to each child. A day later 
seven parents, from this sample, were randomly selected—two L.A.C. 
and five non-L.A.C.—and contacted by telephone to request their 
co-operation in participating in an interview. Interviews were 
arranged at the parents' convenience and took place during the 


day or in the evenings. Suggestions regarding interviewing techniques 
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in the University of Michigan Interviewer's Manual were followed in 
the seven pilot interviews. The researcher's interviewing technique 
was practised and refined. The telephone contact procedures were 
tested as were the use of the interview schedule and guide. These 
interviews were taped, transcribed verbatim and summarized. The 
investigator made every attempt to be consistent during the tryout 
of the interviews. Two graduate students judged the technique for 
inconsistencies and bias and determined any Oe cece ee in the 
instrument. As a result of the pilot study several revisions were 
made in the checklist-questionnaire, interview schedule and schedule 


guide. 
VII. THE SAMPLE 


The population for the investigation consisted of all the 


parents whose children attended a funded E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program 


in an Edmonton Public School during the 1974-75 school year. 
Following consultation with Mrs. Kay Chernowski, Supervisor of Early 
Childhood Education, Edmonton Public School Board, six participating 
schools were selected. Of the 342 checklist-questionnaires dis- 
tributed, 194 replies were received in the mail. An analysis of the 
number and percentage of returns for each school is summarized in 
Table I. Obviously it would be impossible to include all the 342 
parents in the interview sample. Certain delimitations were imposed 
including the willingness and availability of the respondents for 
the interview. 


Names of parents were excluded from the sample for other 
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TABLE I 


ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO THE CHECKLIST-QUESTIONNAIRE 





























Number Number 

inatetal of Percentage 
School Population Responses Response 
Total 342 194 BGs). 
School A 48 26 54.2 
School B 43 2: 62.6 
School C 43 28 65.1 
School, D 44 30 68.2 
School E 68 33 48.5 
Schood, F 96 50 atk 


reasons. Parents of children who transferred into the school during 
the 1974-75 school year were excluded since they were not present 
when the program was initiated. Another delimitation was imposed in 
relation to the rearing of the child. Certain parents may not be 
able to express opinions concerning the program because of their 
infrequent contact with the child and their unfamiliarity with the 
activities of the program. These included parents who were not 
raising the child at the time of the investigation. 

To obtain the sample to be interviewed a random selection 


of names was drawn from two boxes for each school area—two L.A.C. 
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parents from each school and five non-L.A.C. parents from each school 
comprising a total of forty-two parents interviewed-—12 L.A.C. 
parents and 30 non-L.A.C. parents. Interviews were arranged at the 
parents" convenience and took place during the day or in the evenings. 
The subjects chosen to be interviewed were telephoned by the 
researcher to request their co-operation and to arrange a suitable 


date and time. 


VIII. DATA COLLECTION 


Shortly after permission to conduct this study was received 
from the Edmonton Public School Board, the principals of the six 
schools were contacted. The nature of the survey was explained and 
lists containing the names, addresses and telephone numbers of each 
parent whose child attended the particular E.C.S. 'kindergarten' 
were obtained. 

Since the investigator was not interested in the identity 
of the individuals no attempt was made to identify each checklist- 
questionnaire. Three hundred and forty-two checklist-questionnaires 
with self-addressed, stamped envelopes were distributed by the 
"'kindergarten' teachers in the six schools on March 10, 1975. 
Replies began arriving within a few days. On hundred and ninety-four 
checklist-questionnaires were received. 

Initial contact with the parents selected for interviewing 
was made by telephone to arrange a suitable date and time for an 
interview in their homes. 


A definite procedure was defined and established with the 
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subjects in their homes. The investigator presented each respondent 
a letter of introduction from the School Board (see Appendix C). 
Before the actual interview took place the interviewee received 
background information concerning the objectives of the study and 
the guidelines for the conducting of the interview (see Appendix B). 

The interviews were taped on a Sony cassette tape recorder 
with an interior microphone as Hoke (1970) had found that "it 
seemed to be unobtrusive and non-threatening" (p. 37). Pinree Ox 
four interviews were conducted in a given day and verbatim trans- 
criptions of the interviews were done by a hired typist so as to 
avoid any interviewer bias. A random sample of two transcripts per 
school area were judged for accuracy by two graduate students. 

The 42 interviews were conducted between March 12, 1975 and 
March 27, 1975, approximately three weeks. Upon completing the 
interviews the investigator summarized the typed transcriptions 
to eliminate extraneous material such as pleasantries and asides. 


In instances where the interviewees gave opinions that could be 


included as information to other items this rearranging was completed 


to assist in analyzing the data. Furthermore, since the interview 
transcripts totalled over 200 pages, an attempt was made to con- 
solidate the remarks of the parents and to quote them verbatim only 
where they appeared relevant. 

A random selection of six summaries were judged for accuracy 


by two graduate students. 
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IX. SUMMARY 


In this chapter procedural considerations relevant to this 
investigation were reported. The use of the two survey techniques, 
Preciie eoquesticanairenend interview schedule, were described. 

The development of the instruments was detailed and the pilot study 
was described. The method that was used in delimiting the population 
was then outlined followed by a description of the procedure used in 
data collection. The following chapter presents results of the 


analysis of the data. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
Le ee UuURPOSE OF “THE CHAPTER 


The purpose of this chapter is to present a detailed analysis 
of the data. Three different methods of analyzing the data are 
employed. In the section, Description of Responses to Checklist- 
Questionnaire Tasks, the raw scores were computed to percentage 
scores uSing a Texaeuinecriment 2550 calculator. The total population 
was divided into six groups according to the six schools sampled. 
Thus the six groups were: School A, School B, School C, School D, 
School E and School F. The totals for each of the three possible 
responses for present involvement and again for desired involvement— 
none, some, much—were computed as percentages of the total for each 
task, e.g., there were 26 respondents from School A; therefore for 
each task analyzed 26 respondents in School A equal 100%. 

The second analysis is based on responses received from the 
42 parents interviewed. In this section the 12 items posed in the 
interview schedule are dealt with individually. The data obtained 
from these interviews are reported in the section entitled Description 
of Responses to Interview Items. 

The third analysis is based on some of the differences 
between the responses of L.A.C. and non-L.A.C. parents. These 
variations are reported in the section entitled Response Variations 


Between L.A.C. and Non-L.A.C. Parents. 


43 


. 
et 
| 
‘ 
peab 
fi ] 
na ¢ 
Sit im 
cde 


* me 
sacaroregh to ieliqiaet Aesises eid we sbeyolgme 7 


sofo2 \€ foodse yA Dosip2 + dkeew RqUOED «ite odd aude 
t.oft Io rose tot efasos edt .% Loose bas @ foots 


Ssh “to2 er hts bos Jnémeviovar Jneaexq tot eseangss3 





















‘VI. REPEARS 


ai on - 
i NLL 
ATAGQ SHT FTO. BITseyieea a ae. + me 
= © : 
os 


‘SAH GHT WO S20gnug 5 


Siq' oo 2f s*6itgbrio eids- ap ssoquig off | 
isylans Jo eSodsom dnsvetais ebad? .aseb 603 Go 


Dstugmoo stew astone wer sty yadest exisaneigeego ) 
; + 
-icretyoles O68s tasmvstanl saaeT 6 pnlay Sexege le 

. -_ 7 


2 oft oF pnibsacss sqHOXD xc@ Ott bebivkdh sgt ad : 


to BSP! ASOT ee Sajugmes siew—doum ene om 


footos o22 ssaabnodass at arow tert e628 ere) ee 


: Ld Wee 
fsups A iccdo?® al ejasbneqees as Sony lens 7 aoe us 
oY 29R70qaer nO Degsd ef spaviene bnoose sat it oe 
cma! Lb 

amesi Sf oft noistose sige nt -bmeivasant 2 tne = - 


paneetdo) 6268 ent -.ykitpubitvibad aa sheab 2 ola it 
Rebagt ost asl3tsne notte ord itt 





a 4 e 
me: 


Bsa it ue ae 
. ams 


¢ 
e 


a 





» 
- 
7 


II. DESCRIPTION OF RESPONSES TO CHECKLIST-QUESTIONNAIRE TASKS 


In this section the 50 items or tasks posed in the checklist- 
questionnaire are grouped in the five categories, originally stated 
in Chapter III. Each os is discussed individually. Furthermore, 
each of the five categories is discussed as a component of parental 


involvement. In all cases responses are illustrated by tables. 


Total Checklist-Questionnaire 


Table II indicates that when all 50 tasks are considered 
less than 30% of all respondents are presently involved with the 
E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program, only 4.2% presently have much involve- 
ment and 23.8% presently have some involvement. Further examination 
of Table II reveals that 54.0% of all respondents desire involvement, 
7.5% desire much and 46.5% desire some. 

Thirty-five point six per cent of the respondents in School 
E, the highest percentage of any school, are presently involved with 
the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. As a group the parents in 
School F had the lowest percentage of involvement, 18.3%. In only 
one school, School A, do less than 50% of the respondents desire 
involvement with these tasks. 

Table II illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to the total checklist-questionnaire. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 
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TABLE II 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO THE TOTAL CHECKLIST 











(50 Tasks) 

Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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Category One—Service Category 


This category involves tasks that directly assist the program 
in the performance of its instructional, decision-making and admini- 
strative activities. The following 14 checklist-questionnaire items 
are sinvolvedwingehicmeatcoorve posr4yeo, a beep i4 197623; 33, 34, 
39,046,848 and 50; 

According to Table III, 5.6% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement and 26.6% have some involvement, leaving 67.8% 
without any involvement. As is evident from Table III there is an 
increase in the percentage of respondents desiring involvement. 

Forty-nine per cent of the respondents in School D have no 
present involvement. This is the only school with over half the 
respondents presently involved with service tasks. 

Table III illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Category One. 

Although the majority of the respondents were not involved 
with service category tasks, the majority desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 2. Supervising bathroom breaks. 


As is evident from Table IV, 84.5% of all respondents have 
no involvement in supervising bathroom breaks and 66.5% desire none. 
Only one-half of one per cent of all respondents are presently much 
involved with this task and only 2.1% desire much involvement. In 
5 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently much 
involved with this task and in 4 of the 6 schools none of the 


respondents desire to be much involved. 
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TABLE III 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO SERVICE CATEGORY 














(14 Tasks) 
Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE IV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 2 


Supervising bathroom breaks 




















Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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Table IV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 2. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with super- 
vising bathroom breaks and also did not desire this type of involve- 


ment. 


Task. 4. Collecting ‘junk’ for classroom_use, e.g., 


egg cartons, buttons. 


As shown in Table V, 28.9% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement with collecting 'junk' for classroom use. 
Fifty-eight point eight per cent presently have some involvement, 
leaving only 12.4% without any involvement with this task. As is 
evident from Table V there is a decrease in the percentage of 
respondents desiring involvement with this task. 

In none of the 6 schools do parents desire more involvement 
with this task than they presently have. School E had the highest 
percentage of respondents presently much involved, 48.5% and School 
F had the lowest percentage presently much employed, 14.0%. 

Table V illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 4. 

The majority of respondents were involved with collecting 


'junk' for classroom use and also desired this type of involvement. 


Task 9. Doing clerical work, e.g., typing, duplicating 


materials. 
Ninety-one point eight per cent of all respondents presently 


have no involvement in doing clerical work (see Table VI). It is 
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TABLE V 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 4 


Collecting 'junk' for classroom use, e.g., egg cartons, buttons 
ee re a aaa a a 
——— re 

Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
a Ee ee eee ee 
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TABLE VI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 9 


Doing clerical work, e.g., typing, duplicating materials 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
ee eye 7 epaiaeo Ts 3cGonseta=* 60.8 
ns: i 0.0 ei eo ae CLO) Peles eeoiigs 
ele B 0.0 010. 100.0 0.0  oxee Wo 
Feieh - 3.6 cela Pep ae) Be ene k mee Ticats 
School D 8 Tee 80.0 ee) aN eine) 
(N=30) 
rey = Oe ake, ey 150) <) 333 8 sae 
School F 0.0 4.0 96.0 90) 4060s S60 








Le 







iV Suita i 7 Bi 
& a vi j , i‘ > 7 
© AAT OT 2a24093SA SO pWOdKeERG anamwaioeet © 97 ay Df 







} freitey Lowa +asesx7 


ttenaviarval- petraad 










Snow ana? reuM 10% |, anoe Asus 





Oe ln at oF 


Bide © Of8e.-. act S50 Sit ov | 


a a nt as 
mentneprattnasiomensiectthlie Lip ———s _—- 





See a 


ae SS eee eee f a ee eee Soe eee 


bof gies 0 O.00L Ovo G0 


a i npn eee Sa st 












C8 ESE OO 
wo. 


pia at: 


(awe st 
i 7 
i Ty : 
i) a 






noted, however, that almost 40.0% desire involvement with this task, 
3.6% desire much and 35.6% desire none. 

In 4 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and in 3 of the 6 schools none of the 
respondents wish to be much involved. In School B none of the 
respondents are presently involved with doing clerical work. 

Table VI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 9. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with doing 


clerical work and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 11. Preparing art and craft materials. 


The data in Table VII indicate that 5.1% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with preparing art and craft 
materials. Thirty-seven point one per cent presently have some 
involvement, leaving 57.7% without any involvement with this task. 
As is evident from Table VII there is an increase in the percentage 
of respondents desiring involvement with this task. 


In all but one of the schools, School C, the majority of 


respondents desire involvement with preparing art and craft materials. 


Table VII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task ll. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
preparing art and craft materials, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 
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TABLE VII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 11 


Preparing art and craft materials 














Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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Task 12. Sewing, e.g., costumes, curtains, puppets. 


Table VIII indicates that 76.3% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with the sewing task. It is noted, however, 
that almost 60% desire involvement with this task, 7.2% desire much 
and 51.5% desire some. 

In 4 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task. 

Table VIII illustrates the complete percentage race steth of 
responses to Task 12. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 


the sewing task, the majority desired this type of involvement. 


Task 14. Laminating parent and teacher made materials. 


According to Table IX, 82.0% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with laminating parent and teacher made materials, 
and 53.6% desire none. Only 1.0% of all respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and only 2.1% desire much involvement. 

In 4 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and in 3 of the 6 schools none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. 

Table IX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 14. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with laminating 


materials and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 19. Supervising crosswalks. 


As is evident from Table X, 93.8% of all respondents presently 
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TABLE VIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 12 


Sewing, e.g., costumes, curtains, puppets 








Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
Total 
(N=194) 2.6 Plgal: Vom Vod Se Ai oe 
School A 
(N=26) 0.0 bake S) Some ibid) 26.9 @ib5 5 
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(N=27) 0.0 ihah fs} Spree B67 fais IL ANS} IL 
Schoolmec 
(N=28) O=0 Thegal 92.9 Deal. 35)5 7 Sol 
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‘ ; F : all AOmO 
(N=30) B53 261, ORO ors 56 
School E 
(N=33) IA SOms ale Srl! 60.6 BH 5 
Sistine ne ort 0.0 28.0 72.0 420 6 6608 E0L0 


(N=50) 
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TABLE IX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 14 


Laminating parent and teacher made materials 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 19 


Supervising crosswalks 














Present Involvement Desired: Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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have no involvement in supervising crosswalks, and 67.0% desire none. 
Only 2.1% of all respondents are presently much involved with this 
task and only 3.6% desire much involvement. 

In 4 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and in 3 of the 6 schools none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. In none of the schools do 
the majority of respondents desire involvement in supervising cross- 
walks. 

Table X illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 19.- 

The majority of respondents were not involved with super- 


vising crosswalks and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 23. Helping LoOvarrange sand set out equipment and 


materials. 

As shown in Table XI, 2.1% of all respondents presently have 
much involvement with helping to arrange and set out equipment and 
materials. Thirty-six point one per cent presently have some 
involvement, leaving 61.9% without any involvement with this task. 
As is evident from Table XI, there is an increase in the percentage 
of respondents desiring involvement with this task. 

In all 6 of the schools 50% or more of the respondents 
expressed a desire to be involved in helping to arrange and set out 
equipment and materials. 

Table XI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 23. 


Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
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TABLE XI 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 23 


Helping to arrange and set out equipment and materials 








Present Involvement 


Respondents Much Some None 
Total 
(N=194) oD alk staal 61.9 
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een) ppeaity Sirona 
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(N=50) 


Desired Involvement 


Much Some None 
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helping to arrange and set out equipment and materials, the majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 33. Serving on a telephone committee. 


Seventy-four point four per cent of all respondents presently 
have no involvement in serving on a telephone committee and 48.4% 
desire none (see Table XII). It is noted that there is a decrease in 
the percentage of respondents desiring much involvement with this 
task. 

In half of the schools there is a decrease in the percentage 
of respondents desiring much involvement in serving on a telephone 
committee. 

Table XII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 33. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
serving on a telephone committee, the majority desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 34. Constructing tables, blocks, animal cages, etc., 


for classroom use. 

The data in Table XIII indicate that 89.2% of all respondents 
presently have no involvement in constructing tables, blocks, animal 
cages, etc., for classroom use and 58.5% desire none. Only 0.5% of 
all respondents are presently much involved with this task and only 
2.6% desire much involvement. 

In 5 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 


much involved with this task and in 2 of the 6 schools none of the 
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TABLE XII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 33 


Serving on a telephone committee 
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Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
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TABLE XIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 34 


Constructing tables, blocks, animal cages, etc., for classroom use 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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respondents desired to be much involved. 

Table XIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 34. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with construc- 
ting tables, blocks, animal cages, etc., for classroom use and also 


did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 39. Preparing snacks (juice and cookies). 


Table XIV indicates that 11.3% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement with preparing snacks. Forty point seven per 
cent presently have some involvement, leaving 47.9% without any 
involvement with this task. As is evident from Table XIV, there 
is an increase in the percentage of respondents desiring involvement 
with this task. 

In 2 of the schools, Schools A and D, there is a decrease in 
the percentage of respondents desiring much involvement with pre- 
paring snacks. In 2 of the schools, Schools B and E, there is a 
decrease in the percentage of respondents desiring some involvement 
with this task. In 2 of the schools, Schools B and D, there is an 
increase in the percentage of respondents desiring no involvement 
with preparing snacks. 

Table XIV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 39. 

The majority of respondents were involved with preparing 


snacks and also desired this type of involvement. 
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Respondents 
Total 
(N=194) 
School A 
(N=26) 
School B 
(N=27) 
School C 
(N=28) 
School» 
(N=30) 
SCHOO] mmLE 
(N=33) 
School 


(N=50) 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 39 


TABLE XIV 


Preparing snacks (juice and cookies) 


Present Involvement 


Much 
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Task 46. Preparing materials for the children's program, 


e.g., charts, puzzles, games. 


According to Table XV, 63.9% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement in preparing materials for the children's program. 
It is noted, however, that over 60% desire involvement with this task, 
7.7% desire much and 54.1% desire some. 

In School D there is a decrease in the percentage of respon- 
dents desiring some involvement with preparing materials and also an 
increase in the percentage of respondents desiring no involvement 
with this task. 

Table XV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 46. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
the preparation of materials for the children's program, a majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 48. Helping children dress and undress (clothing, 


footwear) in the classroom. 

As may be seen from Table XVI, 8.2% of all respondents pres- 
ently have much involvement with helping children dress and undress 
(clothing, footwear) in the classroom. Thirty-eight point one per 
cent presently have some involvement, leaving 53.6% without any 
involvement with this task. It is noted that there is a decrease 
in the percentage of respondents desiring much involvement with this 
task. 

In Schools D and E there is a decrease in the percentage of 


respondents desiring much involvement with dressing and undressing 
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TABLE XV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 46 


Preparing materials for the children's program, e.g., charts, 
puzzles, games 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
Total 
eer He 34.0 63.9 Tan 54.1 36 a1 
School A 
ea cae 34.6 (eat oes 7) 57.7 32.6 
School B 
ae Bay 40.7 55.6 Had Some 370 
oe 2.6 4.3 Cou Dal 35, 9 5.1 
(N=28) 
school a TONG eT a Ge | gen 
(N=30) 
© See a 0.0 48.5 51.5 TS, 60.6 » 242 
(N=33) 
tera O.@) Io) “done 6.0 50.0 44.0 


(N=50) 


66 


a a eS 
— = a 









vw Giger 

ih RAAT OF SiteHOteaR SO MWOGRARAA BoA + * “64 
. 

ZI7tG05 .. 0-9 smBIpSid = ‘qeuhl.ts oid 163 amma rd 


asiise ,eolseug 


- 
' 





vVieval borteasd Snsmsvioval tngaesd ee 


Soc fim stow . atte Ate etrebrogasn — 











TABLE XVI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 48 


Helping children dress and undress (clothing, footwear) in 
the classroom 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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children. Also in School D there is a decrease in the percentage 
of respondents desiring some involvement and also an increase in 
the percentage of respondents desiring no involvement with this 
task. 

Table XVI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 48. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
helping children dress and undress, the majority aeeirea this type 


of involvement. 


Task 50. Tidying and cleaning up the classroom. 


As is evident from Table XVII, 4.6% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with tidying and cleaning up in 
the classroom. Thirty-five point six per cent presently have some 
involvement, leaving 59.8% without any involvement with this task. 
Further examination of Table XVII reveals that there is an increase 
in the percentage of respondents desiring involvement with this 
task. 

In Schools C and D there is a decrease in the percentage of 
respondents desiring much involvement with tidying and cleaning up 
the classroom. Also in School D there is a decrease in the per- 
centage of respondents desiring some involvement and also an increase 
in the percentage of respondents desiring no involvement with this 
task. 

Table XVII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 50. 


Although the majority of respondents were not involved in 
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TABLE XVII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 50 


Tidying and cleaning up in the classroom 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
Total ; 
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tidying and cleaning up in the classroom, the majority desired this 


type of involvement. 


Category Two—Instructional Support Category 


This category inyoleee tasks in which parents interact with 
children in a learning situation, normally within a classroom 
setting. The following 11 checklist-questionnaire tasks are included 
Lied seca ce GOR) ae oy Oyen! p=a Oper Oy Loy—eld ya Doyo 2 Oyo) ana 4 ly 

As shown in Table XVIII, 4.1% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement and 29.6% have some involvement, leaving 
66.3% without any involvement. There is an increase in the per- 
centage of respondents desiring involvement. 

In all 6 schools less than 50% of the respondents are 
presently involved with instructional support tasks. However, in 
all 6 schools more than 50% of the respondents expressed a desire 
to be involved with these tasks. 

Table XVIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Category Two. 

Although the majority of the respondents were not involved 
with instructional support tasks, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 


Task 5. Supervising small group activities. 


Three point one per cent of all respondents presently have 
much involvement with supervising small group activities (see Table 
XIX). Forty-seven point four per cent presently have some involve- 


ment, leaving 49.5% without any involvement with this task. It is 
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TABLE XVIII 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT CATEGORY 








(11 tasks) 
Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
Total 
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TABLE XIX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 5 


Supervising small group activities 

















Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
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noted, also, that over 70% desire involvement with this task, 9.3% 
desire much and 62.9% desire some. 

In 2 of the 6 schools, Schools B and E, more than 50% of 
the respondents are presently involved with supervising small group 
activities. 

Table XIX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
E@SPOnses= to-—Task—5. 

The majority of respondents were involved with supervising 


small group activities and also desired this type of involvement. 


Task 6. Responding to children's questions in the 


classroom. 

The data in Table XX indicate that 61.9% of all respondents 
presently have no involvement with responding to children's questions 
in the classroom. It is noted, however, that over 60% desire 
involvement with this task, 10.3% desire much and 51.0% desire some. 

In 3 of the 6 schools, Schools C, D and F, none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with this task. 

Table XX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 6. 

Although a majority of respondents were not involved with 
responding to children's questions in the classroom, the majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 7. Leading small group discussions with children. 


Table XXI indicates that 82.5% of all respondents presently 


have no involvement with leading small group discussions with 
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TABLE XX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 6 


Responding to children's questions in the classroom 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 














Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 7 


Leading small group discussions with children 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
Total : 
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children and 44.3% desire none. Only 1.5% of all respondents are 
presently much involved with this task and 8.2% desire much involve- 
ment. 

In 5 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and in 2 of the 6 schools none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. 

Table XXI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 7. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
leading small group discussions with children, the majority desired 


this type of involvement. 


Task 8. Supervising snacks (juice and cookies). 


According to Table XXII, 8.2% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement with supervising snacks. Thirty-six point 
one per cent presently have some involvement, leaving 55.7% without 
any involvement with this task. Further examination of Table XXII 
reveals that there is an increase in the percentage of respondents 
desiring involvement with this task. 

Ninety-four per cent of the respondents in School F, the 
highest percentage of any school, presently have no involvement with 
supervising snacks. It is noted, however, that over half desire 
involvement with this task. 

Table XXII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 8. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 


supervising snacks, the majority desired this type of involvement. 



















S46 sthebaedéss [ish to 


isigaexy ote ettsbyoqep’ ont Ro. Snead ekoditoe 8 ead So Soar 4 ae 
vid 2o snon 2loavoa 0 aff t0 € mk Bos Aest err miaw bevioval doaw 
-bovlovat doum ed of svieeb atveboogest 


to nwobdssid Spstossreq Susiomos oma aotanyecLls Ixx peice a oe . 
.' des? of apongmes. J 
fiw Beviovni 356A sisw a kl to ysiwetim- at fqnogsen ie = & 7 


baeb vai 1ofem ord ,ferbiLde dtr sadteesaeih Geos tens eattines 


-tnemeviovak to oats. sie i 


tdoo> bas so tg0) Bxaane patetyregue § Aa8T | a 
ieee mg ettobregdat 146 oO #56 12254 olds? oF Bmabr09s 9A . iy - 
tie<ytsid? .etoene biteiviaqua dilw tasmeviovnt dou, aie 7 
treodttiw #022 oretysos Sema Loven amte ovad yltasaet tnan. 19g ens 

[Iixx SIGsT to noLraseimens sottwy | witesd whad miiw tame {own Be 


ebroqees to epstiesisd ens ek sesetons th €s asad sed er : 


eit ,1 Loose ni atisbroqses Ste. te 485 Pe RSH . 


fidiv tromavtovad on avait Kis Geeodg were’ a, 
otieab a fed Tove csit stovewort 4é 


TABLE XXII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 8 


Supervising snacks (juice and cookies) 








Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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Task 16. Working in an activity center with small groups 


of children. 

As is evident from Table XXIII, 70.6% of all respondents 
presently have no involvement with working in an activity center 
with small groups of children. It is noted, however, that over 65% 
desire much and 58.8% desire some. 

Ninety per cent of the respondents in School F, the highest 
percentage of any school, presently have no involvement with working 
in an activity center. Further examination of Table XXIII reveals 
that over half desire-involvement with this task. 

Table XXIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 16. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
working in an activity center, the majority desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 18. Talking to children about your work, hobbies, 


etc.. 

As shown in Table XXIV, 76.3% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with talking to children about their work and 
hobbies and 39.2% desire none. Only 18.6% of all respondents are 
presently some involved with this task but 54.1% desire some 
involvement. 

In Schools B and D none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and in Schools A and B none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. 


Table XXIV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
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TABLE XXIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 16 


Working in an activity center with small groups of children 





Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXIV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 18 


Talking to children about your work, hobbies, etc. 
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responses to Task 18. 
Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
talking to children about their work and hobbies, the majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 24. Explaining to children reasons for observing 


class rules. 

The data in Table XXV indicate that 4.6% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with explaining to children reasons 
for observing class rules. Thirty-four per cent presently have some 
involvement, leaving aimee without any involvement with this task. 
Further examination of Table XXV reveals that over 60% of all 
respondents desire involvement with this task: 9.8% desire much 
and 51.0% desire some. 

In only one of the 6 schools, School E, are 50% or more of 
the respondents presently involved with explaining to children 
reasons for observing class rules. In 3 schools, Schools A, B and 
D, none of the respondents are presently much involved with this 
task. 

Table XXV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 24. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
explaining to children reasons for observing class rules, the 


Majority desired this type of involvement. 


Task 28. Reading and/or telling stories to children. 


Table XXVI indicates that 68.0% of all respondents presently 
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TABLE XXV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 24 


Explaining to children reasons for observing class rules 

















Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXVI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 28 


Reading and/or telling stories to children 














Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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have no involvement with reading or telling stories to children and 
36.1% desire none. Only 4.6% of all respondents are presently much 
involved with this task and 10.8% desire much involvement. 

Eighty-six point seven per cent of the respondents in 
School D, the highest percentage of any school, presently have no 
involvement with reading or telling stories to children. It is 
noted, however, that over 55% desire involvement with this task. 

Table XXVI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 28. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
reading or telling stories to children, the majority desired this 


type of involvement. 


Task 29. Assisting with outdoor play activities. 


According to Table XXVII, 76.3% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with assisting outdoor play activities. It is 
noted, however, that about 65% desire involvement with this task, 
6.7% desire much and 57.7% desire some. 

In. 5 of the 6 schools,,A, B, CC, D and E, none of the respon- 
dents are presently much involved in assisting with outdoor play 
activities. In all but one of the schools, School A, the majority 
of the respondents desire involvement with this task. 

Table XXVII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 29. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
assisting with outdoor play activities, the majority desired this 


type of involvement. 
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TABLE XXVIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 29 


Assisting with outdoor play activities 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 

















Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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Task 37. Assisting in music activities. 


As is evident from Table XXVIII, 91.8% of all respondents 
presently have no involvement with assisting in music activities, 
and 62.4% desire none. Only 7.2% of all respondents are presently 
some involved with this task and 35.0% desire some involvement. 

In 5 of the 6 schools, Schools A, B, C, D and E none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with assisting in music 
activities. None of the respondents in Schools C and D presently 
have any involvement with this task. 

Table XXVIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 37. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with assisting 


in music activities and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 41. Assisting in the supervision of fieldtrips. 


As shown in Table XXIX, 10.8% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement with assisting in the supervision of field- 
trips. Fifty-three point six per cent presently have some involve- 
ment, leaving 35.6% without any involvement with this task. Further 
examination of Table XXIX reveals that about 80% desire involvement 
with this task, 16.0% desire much and 63.4% desire some. 

In only one of the schools, School A, are less than 50% of 
the respondents presently involved with assisting in the supervision 
of fieldtrips. In School C all respondents desire involvement with 
this cask. 

Table XXIX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 


responses to Task 41. 
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TABLE XXVIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 37 


Assisting in music activities 











Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXIX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 41 


Assisting in the supervision of fieldtrips 

















Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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The majority of respondents were involved with assisting in 
the supervision of fieldtrips and also desired this type of involve- 


ment. 


Category Three—Decision-Making Category 


This category involves tasks that set and evaluate policy 
with regard to program, staff, budget and curriculum. The following 
9 checklist-questionnaire tasks are included in this category: 3, 
tee ieee POL ison Anns. 

The data in Table XXX indicate that 2.1% of all respondents 
presently have much nioivenant and 18.7% have some involvement, 
leaving 79.2% without any involvement. As is evident from Table 
XXX, there is an increase in the percentage of respondents desiring 
involvement. 

In all 6 of the schools less than 50% of the respondents are 
presently involved with decision-making tasks. However, in 3 
schools, Schools C, D and E, more than 50% of the respondents 
expressed a desire to be involved with these tasks. 

Table XXX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Category Three. 

Although the majority of the respondents were not involved 
with decision-making tasks, the majority desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 3. Selecting program personnel, e.g., teachers, 


teacher-aides. 


Seventy-seven point three per cent of all respondents 


89 


eS 


anieqg atalgnoo eft esdaiseetitr\ » KA sidet ca 


is 


Ww eInsbuogess sit 26 pee ont dover’ cy 







’ My 2 GE e am 
LAVAL eoiow eSNsbNo%} 
te ~~ 
6 
7 + 
+ Boitesb Gels & aq 
pay lates . . 
a 1s Pao} 
ar J - 
} IPOLVU 
" as ik Gs 
i. wee 
> 
af ie wr 
« i ry 7itSi 
. Oa OV 
sea) Py ee me | 2 me 
4 Ta S254 c t ) Sie ee Fe 
i wa i 21 
' 
: ii : Syoou : 
’ d yr fates tin r - : 7; - - > « oa 
ne ijiw beviovar sd of sriaes « Saeeora 
=F ‘ a 


i 


<a) 


- sat” etopass) os ee 
7 ny 





me 7) Vee of ary o 


TABLE XXX 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO DECISION-MAKING CATEGORY 














(9 tasks) 

Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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presently have no involvement with selecting program personnel and 
49.0% desire none (see Table XXXI). Only 3.1% of all respondents 
are presently much involved with this task and 8.8% desire much 
involvement. 

One hundred per cent of the respondents in School F presently 
have no involvement with selecting program personnel. Over 80% of 
the respondents in School C, the highest percentage of any school, 
desire involvement with this task. 

Table XXXI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 3. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
selecting program personnel, the majority desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 15. Choosing material for the children's program. 


The data in Table XXXII penance that 1.0% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with choosing material for the 
children's program. Twenty-one point one per cent presently have 
some involvement, leaving 77.8% without any involvement with this 
task. Further examination of Table XXXII reveals that about 55% 
desire involvement with this task, 6.2% desire much and 47.9% desire 
some. 

In 4 of the 6 schools, Schools B, C, E and F, none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with this task. 

Table XXXII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 15. 


Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
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TABLE XXXI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 3 


Selecting program personnel, e.g., teachers, teacher-aids 
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et 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXXII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 15 


Choosing materials for the children's program 

















Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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choosing materials for the children's program, the majority desired 


this type of involvement. 


Task 22. Assessing program needs. 


Table XXXIIT Migieates that 69.1% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with assessing program needs. It is noted, 
however, that over 60% desire involvement with this task, 4.1% 
desire much and 58.2% desire some. 

In 3 of the 6 schools, Schools B, D and E, none of the respon- 
dents are presently much involved with assessing program needs. 
Eighty-four point six per cent of the respondents in School A, the 
highest percentage of any school, presently have no involvement 
with this task. 

Table XXXIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 22. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
assessing program needs, the majority desired this type of involve- 


ment. 


Task 25. Choosing equipment for the children's program. 


According to Table XXXIV, 83% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with choosing equipment for the children's 
program and 51.0% desire none. Only 16.5% of all respondents are 
presently some involved with this task but 45.9% desire some 
involvement. 

In 5 of the 6 schools, none of the respondents are presently 


much involved with choosing equipment. Ninety-nine point four per 
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TABLE XXXIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 22 


Assessing program needs 























Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXXIV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 25 


Choosing equipment for the children's program 























Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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cent of the respondents in School C, the highest percentage of any 
school, presently have no involvement with this task. 

Table XXXIV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 25. 

The majority of the respondents were not involved with 


choosing equipment and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 27. Planning and organizing fieldtrips. 


As is evident from Table XXXV, 5.7% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with planning and organizing field- 
trips. Twenty-four point two per cent presently have some involve- 
ment, leaving 70.1% without any involvement with this task. Further 
examination of Table XXXV reveals that there is an increase in the 
percentage of respondents desiring involvement with this task. 

In all but one of the schools, School A, the majority of 
respondents desire involvement with tate and organizing field- 
Crips. 

Table XXXV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 27. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
planning and organizing fieldtrips, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 


Task 31. Setting program goals and objectives. 


As shown in Table XXXVI, 84.0% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with setting program goals and objectives and 


50.0% desire none. Only 2.1% of all respondents are presently much 
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TABLE XXXV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 27 


Planning and organizing fieldtrips 
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Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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TABLE XXXVI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 31 


Setting program goals and objectives 
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involved with this task and 5.7% desire much involvement. 

In 4 of the 6 schools, Schools B, D, E and F, none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with setting program goals 
and objectives. One hundred per cent of the respondents in School F 
presently have no involvement with this task. 

Table XXXVI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 31. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
setting program goals and objectives, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 


Task 35. Planning the children's program. 


The data in Table XXXVII indicate that 87.6% of all respon- 
dents presently have no involvement with planning the children's 
program and 54.6% desire none. Only 11.9% of all respondents are 
presently some involved with this Ceancr 43.3% desire some 
involvement. 

In 5 of the 6 schools none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with planning the children's program. It is noted 
that School D is the only school having a majority of respondents 
desiring involvement with this task. 

Table XXXVII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 35. 

The majority of the respondents were not involved with 
planning the children's program and also did not desire this type 


of involvement. 
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TABLE XXXVII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 35 


Planning the children's program 
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Task 36. Preparing the program budget. 


Table XXXVIII indicates that 86.1% of all respondents pres- 
ently have no involvement with preparing the program budget and 66.5% 
desire none. Three point one per cent of all respondents are 
presently much involved with this task and only 1.5% desire much 
involvement. 

In 3 of the 6 schools, Schools B, D and F, none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with preparing che program 
budget and in 5 schools, Schools A, B, C, D and F, none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. One hundred per cent of the 
respondents in School B presently have no involvement with this task. 
In only one school, School D, do 50% or more of the respondents 
desire involvement with this task. 

Table XXXVIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 36. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with preparing 


the program budget and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 38. Evaluating the objectives and goals of the 


children's program. 


According to Table XXXIX, 77.8% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with evaluating the objectives and goals of the 
children's program. It is noted, however, that over 55% desire 
involvement with this task, 3.6% desire much and 53.1% desire some. 

In 4 of the 6 schools, Schools B, C, D and F, none of the 
respondents are presently much involved with evaluating the objectives 


and goals and in 2 schools, Schools C and F, none of the respondents 
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TABLE XXXVIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 36 


Preparing the program budget 
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TABLE XXXIX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 38 


Evaluating the objectives and goals of the children's programs - 
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desire to be much involved. Eighty-six per cent of the respondents 
in School F, the highest percentage of any school, presently have no 
involvement with this task. 

Table XXXIX illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 38. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
evaluating the objectives and goals of the children's program, the 


Majority desired this type of involvement. 


Category Four—Administrative Category 


This category involves tasks that institute and co-ordinate 
the functioning of the program. The following 10 checklist- 
questionnaire tasks are included in this category: 1, 10, 17, 20, 

26, 30, 40, 42, 47 and 49. 

As is evident from Table XL, 3.4% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement and 9.8% have some involvement, leaving 86.8% 
without any involvement. Further examination of Table XL reveals 
that there is an increase in the percentage of respondents desiring 
involvement. 

In all 6 of the schools less than 50.0% of the respondents 
are presently involved with administrative tasks. Further, in none 
of the schools do the majority of respondents desire involvement. 

Table XL illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Category Four. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with administra- 


tive tasks and also did not desire this type of involvement. 
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TABLE XL 


PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO ADMINISTRATIVE CATEGORY 
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Task 1. Completing the E.C.S. 'Kindergarten' application 


forn. 

As is shown in Table XLI, 69.6% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with completing the E.C.S. 'Kindergarten' 
application forms and 44.8% desire none. Only 8.8% of all respon- 
dents are presently much involved with this task and 13.4% desire © 
much involvement. 

In all 6 of the schools less than 50% of the peenonnente 
are presently involved with completing the E.C.S. 'Kindergarten' 
application forms. In all but one school, School B, 50% or more of 
the respondents edie involvement with this task. 

Table XLI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses. to Task l. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
completing the E.C.S. 'Kindergarten' application forms, the majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 10. Interviewing program personnel, e.g., teachers, 


teacher-aides. 

Ninety-three point eight per cent of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with interviewing program personnel and 65.5% 
desire none (see Table XLII). Only 5.7% of all respondents are 
presently some involved with this task but 30.4% desire some involve- 
ment. 

In 5 of the 6 schools, none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with interviewing program personnel and in 2 schools, 


Schools B and F, none of the respondents desire to be much involved. 
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TABLE XLI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 1 


Completing the E. C. S. 'Kindergarten' application forms 
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TABLE XLII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 10 


Interviewing program personnel, e.g., teachers, teacher-aides 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much some None Much Some None 
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One hundred per cent of the respondents in School F presently have 
no involvement with this task. Eighty point eight per cent of the 
respondents in School A, the highest percentage of any school, desire 
no involvement with this- task. 

Table XLII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 10. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with inter- 
viewing program personnel and also did not desire this te of 


involvement. 


Daskweits eerving on the Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.). 

The data in Table XLIII indicate that 12.4% of all respon- 
dents presently have much involvement with serving on the Local 
Advisory Committee. Only 9.8% presently have some involvement, 
leaving 77.8% without any involvement with this task. Further 
examination of Table XLIII reveals that while there is an increase 
in the percentage of respondents desiring involvement with this task 
the percentage is still well under 50%. 

In 5 of the 6 schools there is a decrease in the percentage 
of respondents desiring much involvement in serving on the L.A.C.. 
In the other school, School F, there is no change, 8% are presently 
much involved with this task and 8% desire much involvement. 

Table XLIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 17. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with serving 


on the L.A.C. and also did not desire this type of involvement. 
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TABLE XLIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 17 


Serving on the Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.) 
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Task 20. Purchasing equipment for the children's program 


as ordered by  thetteacher. 


Table XLIV indicates that 80.9% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with purchasing equipment for the children's 
program and 54.1% desire none. Only 14.9% of all respondents are 
presently some involved with this task but 40.7% desire some involve- 
ment. 

In Schools A, B and C none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with purchasing equipment and in School B none of the 
respondents desire to be much involved. Ninety-two point six per cent 
of the respondents in School B, the highest percentage of any school, 
presently have no involvement with this task. 

Table XLIV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 20. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with purchasing 


equipment and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 26. Preparing a newsletter to keep parents informed. 


According to Table XLV, 89.2% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with preparing a newsletter and 62.4% desire 
none. Only 3.6% of all respondents are presently much involved with 
this task and 5.1% desire much involvement. 

One hundred per cent of the respondents in School B presently 
have no involvement with preparing a newsletter. It is noted that 
School E is the only school having a majority of respondents desiring 
involvement with this task. 


Table XLV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
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TABLE XLIV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 20 


Purchasing equipment for the children's program as ordered 
by the teacher 
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TABLE XLV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 26 
Preparing a newsletter to keep parents informed 
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responses to Task 26. 
The majority of respondents were not involved with preparing 


a newsletter and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 30. Organizing fund raising events, e.g., raffles, 
tea and bake sales. 

As is evident from Table XLVI, 91.2% of all respondents 
presently have no involvement in organizing fund raising events and 
60.3% desire none. None of the respondents are presently much 
involved with this task and only 7.2% desire much involvement. 

One hundred per cent of the respondents in Schools C and D 
presently have no involvement with organizing fund raising events. 

In Schools B and D none of the respondents desire to be much involved 
with this task. -In-only one school, School F, do more than 50% of 
the respondents desire involvement with this task. 

Table XLVI illustrates the oro lere percentage breakdown 
of responses to Task 30. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with organizing 


fund raising events and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 40. Securing cost estimates for supplies and 


equipment for the children's program. 


As shown in Table XLVII, only 1.5% of all respondents presently 


have much involvement with securing cost estimates for supplies and 
equipment. Seven point two per cent presently have some involvement 
leaving 91.2% without any involvement with this task. Further 


examination of Table XLVII reveals that while there is an increase 
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TABLE XLVI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 30 


Organizing fund raising events, e.g., raffles, tea and bake sales. 


Present Involvement Desired Involvement 


Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 


Total 
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TABLE XLVII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 40 


Securing cost estimates for supplies and equipment for the 
children's program 
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in the percentage of respondents desiring involvement with this task 
the percentage is still well under 50%. 

Ninety-six point three per cent of the respondents in School 
B, the highest percentage of any school, presently have no involvement 
with securing cost estimates. In none of the schools do the majority 
of respondents desire involvement. 

Table XLVII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 40. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with securing 
cost estimates for supplies and equipment and also did not desire 


this type of involvement. 


Task 42. Organizing the duty roster. 


Only 1.0% of all respondents presently have much involvement 
with organizing the duty roster (see Table XLVIII). Three point six 
per cent presently have some involvement, leaving 95.4% without any 
involvement with this task. Further examination of Table XLVIII 
reveals that less than 30% of all respondents desire involvement with 
this task, 2.6% desire much and 25.3% desire some. 

In Schools B, C, D and F none of the respondents are presently 
much involved with organizing the duty roster and in Schools D and 
F none of the respondents desire to be much involved. One hundred 
per cent of the respondents in School F have no involvement with 
this task. In none of the schools do the majority of respondents 
desire involvement. 

Table XLVIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown 


of responses to Task 42. 
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TABLE XLVIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 42 
Organizing the duty roster 
a eee ee ee 
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The majority of respondents were not involved with organizing 


the duty roster and also did not desire this type of involvement. 


Task 47. Organizing a parent study group. 


Table XLIX indicates that only 1.0% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement with organizing a parent study group. 
Seven point seven per cent presently have some involvement, leaving 
91.2% without any involvement with this task. Further examination 
of Table XLIX indicates that while there is an increase in the per- 
centage of respondents desiring involvement with this task the per- 
centage is still well under 50%. 

One hundred per cent of the respondents in Schools C and D 
presently have no involvement with organizing a parent study group. 
In only one school, School E, do the majority of respondents desire 
involvement with this task. 

Table XLIX illustrates the omelets percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 47. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with organizing 


a parent study group and also did not desire this type of involve- 


ment. 
Task 49. Purchasing materials for the children's 
program. 


According to Table L, only 1.0% of all respondents presently 
have much involvement with purchasing materials for the children's 
program. Eleven point three per cent presently have some involvement, 


leaving 87.6% without any involvement with this task. Further 
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TABLE XLIX 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 47 


Organizing a parent study group 























Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
184) 1.0 tad 91.2 4.6 36.6 58.8 
i= 38) - 3.8 7.7 88.5 3.8 30.8 65.4 
pel “ 0.0 18.5 81.5 3t7 40.7 BEG 
ree e 0.0 6,0 100.0 fal 9 148° 78.6 
eaey q 0.0 0.0 100.0 6.0 20.0 60.0 
peer 2 OO 220i) B76 9.1 42.4 48.5 
eed 2.0 8.0 90.0 4.0 44.0 52.0 


(N=50) 


121 





e 










tnemevioval Derrasd tHeHtee LovAl dns2zett 


: 7 _ ; 
son anod HooM 5n0V. IGE rica eitebreqeot = 
4 ‘ rae 


ne Lo oe AS: 


3. 8c a. Of a.h ie oct. See 


= a en eannilllinaneiaae-ous 
oT . A nt en reel eee da alll ya “ 


b.2a A. OF 8. ‘2.88 To ot 


TABLE L 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 49 
Purchasing materials for the children's program 
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examination of Table L reveals that less than 40% of all respondents 
desire involvement with this task. 

In Schools A, B, C and E none of the respondents are 
presently much involved with purchasing materials and in Schools 
C and D none of the respondents desire to be much involved. Ninety- 
Six point four per cent of the respondents in School C, the highest 
percentage of any school, presently have no involvement with this 
task. In none of the schools do the majority of respondents desire 
involvement. 

Table L illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 49. 

The majority of respondents were not involved with purchasing 
materials for the children's program and also did not desire this 


type of involvement. 


Category Five—Parent Growth and Development Category 


This category involves tasks that familiarize parents with 
the principles of child development. The following 6 checklist- 
questionnaire tasks are included in this category: 13, 21, 32, 43, 
44 and 45. 

As is evident from Table LI, 5.9% of all respondents 
presently have much involvement and 37.9% have some involvement, 
leaving 56.2% without any involvement. Further examination of Table 
LI reveals that there is an increase in the percentage of respondents 
desiring involvement. 

In 2 schools, Schools B and C, a majority of the respondents 


are presently involved with parent growth and development tasks. 
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PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO PARENT GROWTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT CATEGORY 


TABLE LI 
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However, in all 6 schools well over 50% of the respondents expressed 
a desire to be involved with these tasks. 

Table LI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Category Five. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
parent growth and development tasks, the majority desired this type 


of involvement. 


Task 13. Participating in study-group sessions on child 
development, nutrition, language development, etc.. 


As shown in Table LII, 65.5% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement with participating in study group sessions It 
is noted, however, that about 65% desire involvement with this 
task, 14.9% desire much and 50.0% desire some. 

Seventy-five per cent of the respondents in School C, the 
highest percentage of any school, presently have no involvement with 
participating in study-group sessions. In all 6 schools well over 
50% of the respondents expressed a desire to be involved with this 
task. 

Table LII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 13. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
participating in study-group sessions, the majority desired this 


type of involvement. 


Maskweclae Reading articles or books on child development. 


The data in Table LIII indicate that 11.9% of all respondents 
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TABLE LII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 13 


Participating in study-group sessions on child development, 
nutrition, language development, etc. 
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TABLE LIII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 21 


Reading articles or books on child development 
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presently have much involvement with reading articles or books on 
child development. Fifty-seven point seven per cent presently have 
some involvement, leaving only 30.4% without any involvement with 
this task. Further examination of Table LIII reveals that about 80% 
of all respondents desire involvement with this task, 23.7% desire 
much and 55.1% desire some. It is noted that there is a decrease ~ 
in the percentage of respondents desiring some involvement with this 
task. 

In Schools B and C there is a decrease in the percentage of 
respondents desiring involvement with this task. 

Table LIII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 21. 

The majority of respondents were involved with reading 
articles or books on child development and also desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 32. Observing children in a 'kindergarten' class~ 


room. 





Table LIV indicates that almost 70% of all respondents are 
presently involved with observing children in the 'kindergarten' 
classroom, 10.8% presently have much involvement and 57.2% presently 
have some involvement. Further examination of Table LIV reveals 
that over 80% of all respondents desire involvement with this task, 
17.5% desire much and 63.9% desire some. 

Ninety-six point five per cent of the respondents in School 
Cc, the highest percentage of any school, are presently involved in 


observing children in the classroom. In Schools B, C and E there is 
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TABLE LIV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 32 


Observing children in a 'Kindergarten' classroom 











Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
Respondents Much Some None Much Some None 
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a decrease in the percentage of respondents desiring much involvement. 
Table LIV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
respondents to Task 32. 
The majority of respondents were involved with observing 
children ina “grnaeeea cee? classroom and also desired this type of 


involvement. 


Task 43. Viewing films, slides, etc., in the arent 
program. 

According to Table LV 88.7% of all respondents presently 
have no involvement in viewing films and slides in the parent program 
and 49.5% desire none. Only 1.5% of all respondents are presently 
much involved with this task and 4.1% desire much involvement. 

One hundred per cent of the respondents in School D presently 
have no involvement with viewing films and slides in the parent 
program. In~3 of the schools, Schools B, E and F, the majority of 
respondents desire involvement with this task. 

Table LV illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 43. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
viewing films and slides for the parent program, the majority 


desired this type of involvement. 


Task 44. Participating in workshops and leadership 


training sessions. 


As is evident from Table LVI, only one per cent of all 


respondents presently have much involvement with participating in 
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TABLE LV 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 43 


Viewing films, slides, etc., in the parent program 
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Present Involvement Desired Involvement 
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TABLE LVI 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 44 
Participating in workshops and leadership training sessions 
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workshops and leadership training sessions. Seventeen point five 
per cent presently have some involvement, leaving 81.4% without any 
involvement with this task. Further examination of Table LVI reveals 
that over 50% of all respondents desire involvement with this task, 
4.1% desire much and 46.9% desire some. 

In 4 schools, Schools B, C, D and E, none of the respondents 
are presently much involved with participating in workshops and | 
leadership training sessions and in 3 schools, Schools B, C and F, 
none of the respondents desire to be much involved....In only one 
school, School E, do more than 50% of the respondents desire involve- 
ment with this cack 

Table LVI illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 44. 

Although the majority of respondents were not involved with 
participating in workshops and leadership training sessions, the 


majority desired this type of involvement. 


Task 45. Discussing the children's program with the 


teacher, nurse, counsellor, etc.. 

Over 60% of all respondents are presently involved with 
discussing the children's program with the teacher, nurse, Or 
counsellor, 4.6% presently have much involvement and 56.2% presently 
have some involvement (see Table iVil). 1ceLs noted that almost 
80% of all respondents desire involvement with this task, 14.9% 
desire much and 63.4% desire some. 

Eighty-five point seven per cent of the respondents in 


School C, the highest percentage of any school, are presently 


ees 


tee 
















evi taioqg adstaevse - SOLOS pniinitexs. viaduct ora 
: a oe 


yns tuodtiw #b.18 poivesl .,teemevfiovns amoe wind lsu doit 


,jeed elds dtiw soemoyvlovat eatesh etashtegess ffm 3o 902 x8v0 tants : 
amon Sttesb #2.3% Beye, coum osteo 6i.b ; 

adaahat qzax sit to enon ,f bab & 2 xe eLooring veLoonae b. Me ie 

bas eqotedtiow mi pats spipisas dtiw, bevioval osetia aa 

1 bas D a&@ ekooroe \aloorge © im Bas anoreeoe paints? qidexebsel — 

mo yYiio aI .Bbsevioval dona sd se sitash SJ aebaogees sas wal : 


a 


~avlovnt ax%iesbh atnsabaocest six 30 ne neds atom ob .3 foarse <ioeges 


-dast ah agiw Snee 


= - a 


to, nwobdgoxd | spadnsotsd ‘40 f@eoo eris veseadi ah ts WI oldest | a i ; 
bb esT od anes an 
djiw bevioevar son stew Sic to ytizo(sm sft rhqwodtLA | ae ica ee ; 
mit ,anoLesses pritnbaxd qidesobavl ons eqoriadtow nt eoisuatohai, om 
- Some Lovett zo eae? eid besteob ‘ates . a 
ed oan 


ads (Qiw metpoxy’.2' nsibLads . . La = a i 
ae a rigs 

| - 222, ohipenyoo onal, aa 

iy 

dtivw bovlovnr \isnoeexe ers etdeinegess Dip Fo #00 ee 3 


" 70 a al amines erict ee ee orid ae 
yitnapeng es, od Snes ners 






TABLE LVII 
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN OF RESPONSES TO TASK 45 


Discussing the children's program with the teacher, nurse, 
counsellor, etc. 
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Present involvement Desired Involvement 
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involved with discussing the children's program with the teacher, 
nurse or counsellor. In School E there is a decrease in the per- 
centage of respondents desiring some involvement and an increase in 
the percentage of respondents desiring much involvement. 

Table LVII illustrates the complete percentage breakdown of 
responses to Task 45. 

The majority of respondents were involved with discussing 
the children's program with the teacher, nurse or counsellor and 


also desired this type of involvement. 


Summary of Results of Checklist-Questionnaire Tasks 


The findings from the checklist-questionnaire show that of 
the 50 tasks analyzed, for 25 of them, or 50%, the majority of the 
parents are presently not involved but desire involvement. For 18 
of the 50 tasks analyzed, or 36%, the majority of the parents are 
presently not involved and desire not to be involved. For the 
remaining 7 tasks analyzed, or 14%, the majority of the parents are 
presently involved and desire involvement. For no tasks was it 
found that the majority are presently involved but desire no involve- 
ment. 

When analyzed in the categories, it was found that for four 
of the five categories, the majority of the parents are presently 
not involved but desire involvement. For the fifth category, the 
Administrative Category, it was found that the INajority are not 
involved and they do not desire involvement. 

When the 50 tasks are analyzed as a total Checklist it as 


revealed that the majority of the parents are presently not involved 
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but desire involvement. For a summary of the findings of the 


checklist-questionnaire see Table LVIII1. 
III. DESCRIPTION OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW ITEMS 


In this section the 12 items posed in the interviews are 
stated and discussed individually. Parental opinions and comments 
pertaining to each item are reported. The direct quotations are 
taken from actual transcriptions. They were selected as repre- 
sentative of the responses to the items. In some instances, 


responses to interview items are illustrated by tables. 


Item 1. Would you like to make any comments concerning 


the checklist- questionnaire? 

The majority of the 42 interviewees felt that the checklist- 
questionnaire was relatively simple to complete, easily understood 
and that it included most of the tasks that parents are performing 
in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs. Only 4 of the respondents 
found the checklist somewhat repetitive. The majority claimed that 


the checklist-questionnaire took only 10 to 15 minutes to complete. 


Item 2. Your child attends an E.C.S. 'kindergarten' 
program? What can you tell me about this program? 
The majority of the parents interviewed expressed the 
opinion that the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program is a good program 
and that their child received benefits from the program which they 


could not obtain elsewhere. Several benefits were described: 24 


parents indicated that they were pleased with the program because 
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II. Majority parents presently involved but d 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS OF CHECKLIST-QUESTIONNAIRE 


Majority parents presently involved and desire involvement. 


Task 


Cat 
ategory 1 aes 


Task 
Cat 
ategory 2 fae 


Task 


Category 3 Task 
Task 


involvement. 


NIL 


Majority parents presently not involved and do not desire 


involvement. 


Task 
Task 
Category 1 Task 
Task 
Task 


Category 2 Task 


Task 
Category 3 Task 
Task 
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39 


41 


af 


a2 
45 


20 
35 
36 


TABLE LVIII 


Collecting junk a: 
Preparing snacks. 


Supervising small group activities. 
Assisting in the supervision of 


fieldtrips. 


Reading articles/books on child 


development. 
Observing children. 


Discussing the children's program. 


Supervising bathroom breaks. 


Doing clerical work. 


Laminating materials. 
Supervising crosswalks. 
Constructing tables, blocks. 


Assisting in music activities. 


Choosing equipment. 


Planning the children's program. 
Preparing the budget. 


Administrative Category: 


Task 
Task 
Task 
Task 
Category 4 Task 
Task 
Task 
Task 
Task 


10 
lay, 
20 
26 
30 
40 
42 
47 
49 


Interviewing program personnel. 
Serving on the L.A.C.. 
Purchasing equipment. 
Preparing a newsletter. 
Organizing fund raising events. 


o not desire 
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Securing cost estimates for supplies, etc. 


Organizing the duty roster. 
Organizing parent study groups. 
Purchasing materials. 
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TABLE LVIII (Continued) 





IV. Majority parents presently not involved but desire involvement. 
Total Checklist. 
Service Category: 


Task 11 - Preparing art and craft materials. 

Task 12 - Sewing. 

Task 23 - Helping to arrange materials and 
equipment. 

Task 33 - Serving on a telephone committee. 

Task 46 - Preparing materials. 

Task 48 - Helping children dress and undress. 

Task 50 - Tidying and cleaning up. 


Category 1 


instructional Support Category: 


Task 6 - Responding to children's questions. 
Task 7 - Leading small group discussions. 

Task 8 - Supervising snacks. 

Task 16 - Working in an activity center. 

Task 18 - Talking to children about work, etc. 
Task 24 - Explaining to children class rules. 
Task 28 - Reading/telling stories. 

Task 29 - Assisting with outdoor play activities. 


Category 2 


Decision-Making Category: 


Task 3 - Selecting program personnel. 
Task 15 - Choosing materials. 
Task 22 - Assessing program needs. 
Category 3 Task 27 - Planning and organizing fieldtrips. 
Task 31 - Setting program goals and objectives. 
Task 38 - Evaluating objectives of the children's 
program. 


Category 4 Task 1 - Completing the E.C.S. 'K' application 
forms. 


Parent Growth and Development Category: 


Task 13 - Participating in study-group sessions. 
Category 5 Task 43 - Viewing films, slides. 
Task 44 - Participating in workshops. 
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it gave their child the opportunity to associate with other children. 
Another desirable feature of the program to which 23 parents referred 
was that the program allows for parental input and involvement. In 
addition, 16 parents were pleased with the developmental approach 
of the children's ee Fourteen of the respondents felt that 
the program provides children with many varied experiences such as 
fieldtrips, activity centers, free play and arts and crafts. mr ceen 
of the parents interviewed felt that an excellent feature of the pro- 
gram was that it attempted to deal with the total child in that social 
and emotional needs of the child are met. Other positive features 
of the program aeieeeiae teacher's approach to the program, frequent 
change of activities to keep children's interest, the child has a 
chance to be creative and it's a preparation for grade one. Most of 
the respondents made such statements as: 
I think the unique thing is the attempt to 
deal with the whole child, not just the academic 
type of program. 
They do a lot of stuff. They get involved 
in a lot of different things and I really think 


it's worthwhile. 


The kindergarten is excellent. I am very 
pleased with the program. 


One other parent reported: 
One thing that makes me glad my child is in the 
program is that they are in kindergarten and yet 
still have full privileges of the school such as 
health nurse, library, gym and music room. 
Although the majority of parents expressed favorable reactions 


to the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program, there were 3 negative comments 


voiced. One parent felt there should be "more academic learning 
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than what E.C.S. allows." A second respondent voiced the opinion 
that the program should be more organized and structured rather than 
just a "free whatever they want to do kind of thing." Another 
reiterated that the program was "more like a play school for four 


year olds." 


Item 3. The E.C.S. philosophy is that parents should be 
involved in the 'kindergarten' program. What do you understand 
parental involvement to mean? 

In analyzing the responses to Item Bditowas found’ thatnthere 
was little consensus concerning a definition of parental involve- 
ment. Most parents found the term to be "too broad to define because 
it involves so many different things." Many respondents clarified 
parental involvement as being dependent upon individual parental 
choice or upon one's skills, abilities and available time. 

Several parents from each school stated opinions similar to 
the following: 

It is difficult to define parental involve- 

ment. . . unless to draw up a list of tasks that 

could be included because parents are different 

and not all parents want to be involved inethe 

school. That is not to say that they are not 

involved with their children. It's a very 

personal kind of thing. 

Other typical comments follow: 
. . ». Can be a very broad range, it can mean 
someone sitting at home telephoning other parents 

to someone else being actively involved imsthe 

kindergarten classroom. 

I really don't know what they mean by parental 
involvement other than they always try and get 


everyone out to meetings and out to help. .- .- 
other than that I don't know what is expected of parents. 
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In their attempt to define parental involvement many respondents 

mentioned several descriptive features several times. The frequency 
of these features of parental involvement are tabulated and reported 
in Table LIX. Ten respondents, or 23.8%, were unable to state what 


parental involvement means to them. 


Item 4. What do you like most about parental involvement? 
As indicated in Table LX, 37 of the 42 parents interviewed 
indicated a positive response to this item. However, 2 parents 
stated that they did not know what they liked about parental involve- 
ment because "I don't go" and 3 respondents claimed that there was 
nothing about parental involvement that they liked: 


That's hard to say because there isn't too 
much. 


I can't say that I like anything about parental 
involvement. 


In responding to this item the response of most parents 
centered around their desire to have an interest in and to be aware 
of what their child is doing in the program. 

It gives you a chance to be with them and to 
know how they are progressing, how they are 
learning. 

. . . the opportunity to see what your child 
is doimog @in*the classroom—seeing their reactions, 
that is, seeing something before the fact, instead 
of after the fact. 

I like the way my children respond to me when 
I am involved. They know that I am interested 
and that I care... It's a closeness that I feel. 


Fourteen others indicated that what they liked about the 


program was the opportunity to assist the children and the teacher 
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TABLE LIX 


ANALYSIS OF RESPONDENTS DESCRIPTION TO THE DEFINITION 
OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 


ee ee eee 
eee ._CO oO 


Item Description Frequency 
pe eee SS. 
i Assisting the teacher when she 
requests help. 5D 
Zn Having an interest in and knowledge 
and awareness of what my child is 
doing in the classroom. 48 
ae Helping my child at home with the 
things he's doing at school. 27, 
4. Having an input into the goals of 
the program. 24 
5 Assisting with fieldtrips. 20 
Gis Visiting and observing in the 
classroom. id 
a0 Taking my turn on the duty roster. 8 
she Participating on the L.A.C. 6 
hy. Attending parent education workshops. 6 
Oe Attending monthly meetings. 5 
ee Meeting other parents. 2 
Nea Purchasing materials. 1 


Total Zales 
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TABLE LX 


Responses 
Having an interest in and 
knowledge and awareness of 
what my child is doing in the 
classroom. 26 
Helping children in the 
classroom 14 
Having an input into the 
goals of the program. ibs 
Meeting other parents. 8 
Having a sense of belonging, 
being a part of things. 5 
Feeling that it gives the 
fo) ob Kom 4 
Personal growth. 3 
Assisting with fieldtrips. 3 
Nothing. 3) 
Don't know. 2 
Getting to know the teacher 
better. i 


Frequency 


ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 4 


What do you like most about parental involvement? 


Percentage 
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in the classroom. Thirteen respondents emphasized the importance 
to them of having the opportunity to share ideas with the teacher 
and the school and thus have an input into the goals of the 
program. Other responses are quoted below: 


The sense of being part of things. I 
don't have the experience of being shut out. 


I enjoy having some input and bayino it 
listened to. 


It's been a good learning experience 
for me. 


The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 4 are summarized 


in Table LX. 


Item 5. What do you like least about parental 


involvement? 

As shown in Table LXI, 13 parents, or 31.0%, claimed that 
there was nothing about parental involvement that they did not 
like. A further 6 interviewees, or 14.3%, responded with such 
answers as: 


I don't know if I would like to comment 
on that question. 


I really couldn't say what I like 
least. 


I have no comment to make on that 
question. 


Most of the remaining 23 respondents (54.8%) indicated 
several aspects of parental involvement that they did not like. The 
two most frequent criticisms of parental involvement expressed by 
the respondents concerned the aifficulty of getting other parents 


involved in the program and their feeling that they were forced or 
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TABLE LXI 


ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 5 


What do you like least about parental involvement? 


Percentage 


Item Responses Frequency 
les Nothing. 13 315.0 
2 Don't know. 6 14.3 
Sis Getting other parents 
involved. 6 14.3 
4. Forced involvement. 6 14.3 
Ds Other parents and their 
ideas. 5 War as) 
6 Menial involvement. 5 Tees) 
des Babysitter problem. 3 Thank 
Sys Completion of forms. 3 Phen 
oe Lack of communication between 
BLC.S. sand SenoolsBoard, 2 4.8 
LO. Meetings. 2 4.8 
ale Not enough direction. uli 2.4 
He Teacher and principal problem. uh 2.4 
Ss Lack of involvement by other 
agencies. al 2.4 
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coerced into being involved. One respondent rather aptly summed up 
these feelings when she stated: 
What I don't like about parental involvement 

is that you are made to feel like a 'schnook' if 

you don't become involved and some parents just 

don't want to do this. 
These problems are discussed in greater depth under Interview 
Schedule Item 6. 

Certain parents claimed that they were dissatisfied with 
parental involvement because of suggestions and ideas Byoresscd by 
other parents: 

The degree to which some people in the 

community talk about how they want parental 

involvement. 
Some respondents complained of the menial types of tasks that they 
were asked to perform such as cutting paper, gluing squares and 
triangles, tying shoelaces and painting classrooms. They expressed 
the feeling of being "joe-boys" or "just glorified labor"—" of 
being used." 

The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 5 are 
summarized in Table LXI. 

A comparison of the total frequency of comments about the 
positive features of parental involvement (Table LX) with the total 
frequency of comments about the negative features of parental 


involvement (Table LXI) indicates that there were over twice as 


many responses concerning the positive features. 
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Item 6. Some people feel that all parents should be 
involved in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. Other people feel 
that only those who want to be involved should be. How do you 
personally feel about this? 

The reasons the 26 respondents gave for stating the opinion 
that only parents that want to be involved should be centered around 
the idea that each parent should have the right to make this 
decision. 


It's up to each parent to decide their 
involvement. 


Every. parent has the right to choose .. . 
Pe eean individual thing. 


There should be no obligation for me to 
get involved. 


The majority of these 26 respondents were also of the opinion 
that parental involvement is different for different people and is 
dependent upon the individual's skills, abilities and time. 

Parental involvement is very different EOr 
everyone. The individual should choose the input 
he wants. Some parents are very involved with 
their children at home but are not involved in 
the program. This does not mean that they are 
not involved. It is not the quantity but the 
quality that is important. Parents who do not 
want to be involved or who do not have the time 
to be involved should not have parental involvement 
imposed upon them. 

Several parents were of the opinion that if parental involve- 
ment were forced upon people resentment between the home and the 
school might be built up. Others felt that parents having a negative 


attitude toward involvement in the program would do more harm than 


good. several opinions were stated: 
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It seems that in any situation, community, 
school, or whatever, that just a few people care 
enough to become involved . .- - It's always going 
to be the ones that are most concerned that seem 
to get involved. 

. . - all parents in even the most minute 
ways can be involved. All parents can at least 
be interested. 

Sixteen parents, or 38.1%, claimed that all parents should 
be involved in one way or another. The majority of these respon- 
dents felt that it is the responsibility of all parents to be 
involved in the program for the benefit of their child and that all 
parents could do some small thing. Some respondents expressed 
feelings of anger and hostility toward parents who were not 
involved. Some comments were: 

. . . makes me very mad when parents send 
their kids and expect the rest of us to doea al 


the work. 


Parents who don't get involved shouldn't 
have the right to send their kids. 


The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 6 are 


summarized in Table LXII. 


Item 7. What is your opinion about the involvement of 


fathers in the E.C.S. ‘kindergarten! program? 


Should fathers be involved? 

The subjects were unanimously in favor of the idea of fathers 
being involved in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. It was the 
feeling of most respondents that the child loses out if his father 
is not interested or involved in the program. Nevertheless, many of 


the subjects realized that due to societal restrictions and pressures, 
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TABLE LXITI 
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 6 


Some people feel that all parents should be involved in the E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' program. Other people feel that only those who want 
to be involved should be. How do you personally feel about this? 


aaa 
Item Responses Frequency Percentage 


Se eee —COD 


lye Only parents that want to 
be involved should be. 26 Cle? 
Zs All parents should be 
involved. 16 Shei gil 
ee 
Total 42 100.0 
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it is not always feasible for fathers to become involved. Several 
comments on this topic follow: 
Fathers should be just as involved as mothers, 
but practically that is just not possible the way 
we live in our society. 
Our present society doesn't present the 


opportunities for fathers to be involved but 
maybe this will change. 


Are fathers involved in the program your child attends? 


Eighteen of the respondents, or 42.9%, stated Pier fathers 
are involved in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program that their child 
attends. Twenty-four. of the respondents, or 57.1%, claimed that no 
fathers are involved in their child's program. One of the respon- 
dents in her attempt to explain the lack of involvement on the part 
of fathers stated: 


. . . fathers don't think this is their 
territory so they don't become involved. 


Are any fathers on the L.A.C.? 


Nine of the respondents, or 21.4%, stated that fathers are 
involved on the L.A.C.. The remaining 33 respondents, or 78.6%, 
claimed that they were not aware of any fathers being involved on 


the L.A.C.. 


In what ways might fathers become more involved in the 
program? 
General indications by the parents were that fathers could 
become more involved in their child's 'kindergarten' program in 


many different ways: attending meetings, taking part in workshops, 
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constructing tables and blocks, puppet theatres, painting chairs, 
and tables, talking to children about their work and hobbies, 
repairing toys and equipment and going on fieldtrips. Seven respon- 
dents, or 16.7%, stated that they didn't know how fathers could 
become more involved. 

The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 7 are 
summarized in Table LXIII. 

This question revealed little information probably because 
it was difficult for the respondents to suggest different ways in 
which fathers could be involved since most of the program's activities 


are held during the day while the fathers are occupied at work. 


Item 8. Parents must be involved in the E.C.S. 


"kindergarten' program before government funding is granted. How 
do you feel about this? 


Twenty-seven, or 64.3% of the respondents interviewed, 
strongly emphasized that government funding should not be based 
on parental involvement. The majority of these respondents claimed 
that E.C.S. is an educational program and that it should not be 
conditional upon the involvement of parents. Many were of the 
opinion that parents should be encouraged to become involved but 
not forced because of funding. Several comments on this topic 
follow: 

- »« . government should not withhold financing 
because of lack of parental involvement .. . its 
more important that children have a kindergarten 


experience than to have parent involvement. 


- . . as far as I am concerned kindergarten is 
part of your education and the government should 


fer : 























‘ 7 rl 
S A 
Pe 2) 


@tiany paidatag Rais wats Soca ° vaxoold 


esiddo! Ste Aiow tied? soeds a aan ec 
-nogeet asvat .2qisohtei? wo paiop Sis Sepetinye tite exes pauimas | * 
bives utsize) word wood 2'absS yedt sere besase #0. OL 10 .esaeb ; ast) 
-Sevloval exam ancoed 
oie T modl sivboioe welviesat ¥o ren ‘icetaies eet? 
atc sidst at besizsmmsa 
sevscsd yldadosg. adtzaet@ial Sekt beteeiten notdeoup aldr . 
ni Bysew +1575) rib Jespnya ud at nesbnogest ? tot stvoi2i6 ag a ae, 
aot bie a 2'mexpo1g adg lo Seam sodke beviownl sd Sluo9 evertse? tots : 


’ ai 


.tnow ds Betgapgo. sie aera ois $ hicks al od Saree died O36 a 


arco —— 


2.5.3 ot of beviovnt sd as mont 1) a 
wil _besnbsp 3) prliay’ 2nemrevop excited aspong tnessepeebabr >) 
nas on 


sivres ad aJnebrogeen ate Ta #£.b& t0 ence 


eo 
on 


beesd od ton bluede paibawk Jaemmrteves Jad esata me vignosss - am 
banisin etnasbnoggex seed te widpa 6ar tase tovnd” Kiedne84 10 


? 


sd son Blyots 34 tort) bas meypomg fanerteoube as al <2. >a seid 
ott 20 osw yas .edtasiay Ye semevLeWAR Sd7 nogy re 
4ud: Dav towdhs embed pd hepexwoane acd twee 90900 shed 





182 


TABLE LXIII 
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 7 


In what ways might fathers become more involved in the program?: 


a Se ae 


Item Response Frequency Percentage 
ie Bake an ef foen pr beret! of Ph eS se eee 
AE 2 Attending meetings and 
workshops.. ARS: 45.2 
De Constructing tables, blocks, 
etc. 9 21.4 
Be Showing more interest in 
the program. ) 21.4 
4. Talking to children about 
work or hobbies. 8 19.0 
5 Repairing toys or equipment. 8 120 
Bic Serving on the L.A.C. 7 LG. 
hse Assisting with fieldtrips. 7 LG! 
Se Don't know. t Los, 
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subsidize it regardless whether the parents are 
involved or not. 


I object to the application for kindergarten 
being made conditional on the involvement of 
Darentce wee nat Ss politics)... that's not 
getting the best for our children. .- .- I resent 
that statement. 


Feelings of anger were expressed by others: 


I resent like hell being told I have to get 
involved or there will be no money for kindergarten. 


Eleven, or 26.2%, indicated that this condition forces parents 
to make an effort on behalf of their children and that it is benefi- 
cial for the parents, too. One response was ". . . the government 
is forcing parent involvement because of the children." Another 
respondent stated: 

Pee eevOusiaVemtOnDUuL yourself out a bit 
you'll treat it a bit better than a lot of people 
treat the schools. 

Other comments follow: 

Pe) in a way 1t!s good because it forces 

people to get out to participate in the 


kindergarten. 


. . . because it does help the children Big 
the parents do become involved. 


The remaining 4, or 9.5% of the subjects, expressed the 
opinion that they were not aware that parental involvement was 
necessary in order to receive the funds for the program. Comments 
such as the following were indicative of this group's lack of 
knowledge concerning the funding of E.C.Ss. 'kindergarten' programs: 


. . . I didn't know that the government based 
the kindergarten grant on parental involvement. 


. . . government funding? I didn't know that! 
Why do they do that? 
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Should government have the right to legislate parent 


involvement? 

In response to this item, 32, or 76.2% of the respondents, 
stated negative reactions. Most of these respondents felt that if 
parent involvement was Re atory then parents would become resistant 
to the whole concept of parental involvement. Other opinions 
concerning this matter were: 


. . . don't want any government to legislate 
that I have to be involved. 


. . . after all the government is the people 
so we should have some say about parental 
involvement. 

i). wseevennthough parents are involved they 


are having negative reactions and none of the 
positive reactions. 


Ten, or 23.8% of the respondents, gave an affirmative 
response when asked if government should have the right to legislate 
parental involvement. Most of the respondents in this group felt 
that the legislation of parent involvement is beneficial in that it 
guarantees parents the right to become involved. The following 
comments summarize these opinions: 


. . « government is guaranteeing parents the 
right to get involved. 


. . . yes, government should legislate 
involvement—I wish they wouldn't stop at kindéer= 
garten. I wish they would enforce it right through 
school because this is why the kids are straying 
away. 


I see it as a right that parents can be 
involved and I'm concerned that enough parents 
assert this right or we'll lose it. 
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Item 9. Have you been involved in the E.C.S. 'kinder- 


garten' program during the past 6 months? 


An examination of the response to this item indicated that 
of the 42 subjects interviewed only 2, or 4.8%, had no involvement 
in the Baces* pangeeee ea program within the past six months. 
The 2 respondents that had not participated in the program gave the 
following reasons: | 

_ . . haven't been asked to be involved. 


. . . don't go because it's not my place; 
it's the teacher's place. 


In analyzing the different types of involvement as stated by 
the respondents it was found that the parents were involved ine the 
program in a variety of ways: assisting in the classroom; field- 
trips; L.A.C.; attending meetings concerning the program; preparing 
materials; and so forth. 

As shown in Table LXIV, 39 of the 42 parents interviewed, or 
92.8%, stated "assisting in the classroom" as one of the 3 tasks in 
which they are presently involved. Twenty-six respondents, or 
62.0%, presently have involvement with fieldtrips and 21 parents, or 
50.5%, have been involved during the past six months with attending 
meetings. 

The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 9 are 
illustrated in Table LXIV. 

This item revealed little information other than that con- 
tained in Table LXIV probably because of the specificity of the item 
which of necessity pins down each respondent to state a response 


which fits into the categories of analysis. 


155 


aes | 





















.¢.9.@8 ory ob fev 


iadinom 9 236g 9% poixwh oesporg /nesasp 

. ‘ 
jailt begaotbunt medi aida o¢ senoqesx sdd to apidgenioaes nA 4 
Jasmeyvtovis of bai \#6.% 20 .8 ylte Reweivastat edsefdue £6 ett to 
.efjnom xte aasq oft niddiw mexgowr ‘netrepuebadd! .2.5.8 ed nt : 
uit sysp mexporg sft ai Bedsqtosiesa Jon bed sade etnebaogeor S off 
sanoaner pniwol lot 

-bavlovnt of of Sates aeedS*weved . . 4 


:s065fg yn jon e'df sauBeed op J"aob . . . 
-scélgq #'xedoss? oft e'3t 


i baiste. 2s trsmevlovmt oO saqys suevetate etd paisyi{sas al 
ie hovtovink s190w etneisq ad¢ feds bayo® asw ol estmebnoques oid 
-biori ;mooiteesls sist neopnitetegs apyne te yisizay 8 at MSxpoIg 
PILI6qg927 {Matporg sid pokeagones. epaizesm patbaedoa PDeked ;eqixs 
i -Agzot of bas yalseixedsem 
.beweivisini ettexsa Sh oft Bo BE WI aided ai iach = 
ajaed € sit 260 suo es “mootesets edd ab palieteus” Batata (#8,Se x 
) ,atnehnogesr xie-ysnsw? .baviowds ylsnazo1q os yous tloiedw. : = 
ve3neteq IS. bas eqittbioit ditiw toemeviovai gvar chiienewy:60ush ss 


Puibistis mitw eadinom xis tesq ed? egbaeb Bevdeval aoed svsd 82.08 
4 ; 7 e ? ALT ; " Ld 





ita) © most eluberio? watvrsany | 


r g oo a bale 


" 
Ta 
. 


156 


TABLE LXIV 
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 9 
Name the three tasks in which you were most involved? 
eee 


Item Responses Frequency Percentage 


ee ee 
ihe Assisting in the classroom. 39 ) 92.8 
oe Assisting on fieldtrips. 26 62.0 
ye Attending meetings. FEN 50-0 
4. Serving on the L.A.C. 13 31.0 
5s Preparing materials. 7 16.6 
Ge Baking goodies for parties. 4 ee 
Ts Talking to parents and 
teachers. 3 hed 
Sie Preparing nutritional | 
snacks. 2 Aco 
oO. Collecting “gunk” for 
classroom use. 2 4.7 
Ge Purchasing supplies. 1 2.4 
ie Preparing newsletters. ii 2.4 
12s Telephoning parents. uf 2.4 
13 Budget ib 2.4 
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Item 10. Would you have preferred to be involved in the 


Wage '"kindergarten' program during the past 6 months in a different 


way than you _ were? 


An examination of the responses to this item revealed that 
of the 42 parents interviewed only 4, or 9.5%, expressed the opinion 
that they would prefer to have been involved in a different way. 
These 4 respondents indicated that they would prefer to have been 
involved in the following areas: assisting in the classroom; 
helping with fieldtrips; and, serving on the L.A.C.. 

Two respondents, or 4.8%, indicated that they had no desire 
for any further into tener ts The reasons given were as follows: 


. . . I don't feel comfortable in being 
involved. 


. . . parents do not belong in the classroom 
at any time. 


Thinty-sixy Ofv85.7%, of the respondents were satisfied with 
their present involvement. Some of their comments were: 
. . . no different involvement wanted. 
. . . parents should be involved in the 
things that are important and meaningful to 


them. 


. . . enjoyed what I've done. 


Item 11. Some parents are involved on the Local Advisory 


Committee (L.A.C.). Are you FanmlianewLen tChesLeAac. ¢ 


Twenty-six of the 42 parents interviewed, or 61.9%, claimed 
that they were familiar with the L.A.C.. The remaining 16, or 38.1% 
of the respondents, indicated that they were aware of the existence 


of this particular committee but had no knowledge of es LUuncolons 


157 


— 


var , a0 







oi) Ot heviovat oul oy 
Joessiiih 6 ni ediaom 3 3eeg 


borTiale 


inca bolsevex modi 2zitd of ee@nogeex eit to nokvanivaxe a4 

solnatqo sft beseeagxs 2.0 16 «bh aide bowsivietat einezag Se erg to Mt 

p diewetT Lb «Mt bevlovme, peed evad of ssiiniieis bloow yoru? gar : oe 

sed svsd of istetq bluow yeaa todd betsotiak Bensbhaogaes & seont “ant 

;moovsasi> oft ab piiigeceee seseTs paiwoltot ads at peviowa : 7 
.0.Asd ste Ao ig a baie scggeraper are” “sina eriqtén - 


yxi2eb on bend yor? Feda haSisiibnt ,93.8 20 eres yoke aod owT 


* oe 
ewollo} as axsw mevitp enoesox oat . nemev Loves tadsaut yas 30t 3 
eniod at ofdsdxetmos l9s2 +‘ mob td ‘te ; 
 Petetowns! . + 
mooreesio sdt nt peoted Jom ob aires soe bi 
omit yas 36 
¥ Z ~ 
= : in : 
(tiw betteisse sxew etnabrogges oft 26. fT .28 20 vatoneoahae - a 
. re 
:otow atasmmos tlsdd? to sme. . tasmeviovns Shales sheds an , 
; en : 1 
.boirew trsmevioval jueweRAB om. . + ; me: lied | 
5 d a . = 
ait of bDsvioval ed Siwete aomptag. . . a ee : 7 
oF ivipniness bas ee sis Sects seaista i; iF. * 
.9nob ew! I’ sac boxe oes ee ; 


ere 


oe 


modivhsA leoni sd no Bay 





158 


Please describe briefly the work of this committee. 


The responses given for describing the work of the L.A.C. 
were varied. Nevertheless a number of functions mentioned were 
similar in nature. These were as follows: completing forms and 
setting goals for the eae "kindergarten' program; organizing 
monthly meetings and parent education workshops; establishing 
various committees such as telephone, duty roster, nutrition, 
etc.; setting policies and bylaws. 

As is evident from Table LXV, 23 of the 42 parents inter— 
viewed, or 54.8%, stated that the work of the L.A.C. included the 
completion of the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' application forms. Twenty- 
one, or 50.0% of the respondents, claimed that the committee was 
responsible for organizing monthly meetings. 

The complete results of Interview Schedule Item 11 are 


summarized in Table LXV. 


In your opinion is it a useful committee? 


Twenty-two, or 52.4% of the 42 parents interviewed, were of 
the opinion that the L.A.C. was useful because according to E.C.S. 
guidelines, a committee must be established if government funding 
is to be granted. Many of these respondents were of the opinion 
that the committee assisted in making parents more aware of what was 
occurring in the program. Several parents felt that the L.A.Cs 
gave parents the opportunity to work closely with the teacher. 
Others felt that the committee had its usefulness in that it helped 
to bridge the gap between the home and the school. 


Four, or 9.5% of the respondents, indicated that the L.A.C. 
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TABLE LXV 


ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 11 


Please describe briefly the work of this committee? 


ne 


Frequency 


Percentage 


aii ES el ea arene nae 


tee 


FOR 


Responses 
Completing the E.C.S. Vkinder= 
garten' forms. 23 
Organizing monthly meetings. al 
Organizing committees. ZL 
Don't know. 16 
Acting as a liaison between 
school and parents. 2) 
Organizing parent education 
workshops. 8 
Collecting funds/handling 
budgec. 6 
Interviewing/selecting teacher, 
teacher-aide. 6 
Determining goals for the 
E-C.S. program. 2) 
Purchasing materials. 2 
Consulting with E.C.S. and 
School Board. 4 
Setting policies and bylaws. 3 
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had no place in the program, that it was unnecessary. Negative 
comments such as "parents are frustrated" and "all parents do is 
bicker among themselves" were indicative of this group's feelings. 
The remaining 16, or 38.1% of the respondents, were uncertain 
as to the usefulness of ene L.A.C. since the majority of these 
respondents claimed that they had no knowledge of the function of 


this committee. 


In_ your opinion is it a successful committee? 


In response to this probe 23, or 54.8% of the respondents, 
voiced an affirmative. response. The L.A.C. in their opinion was 
effective because they were successful in their attempt to obtain 
governmental funding for the program. There were several other 
opinions stated by satisfied respondents: 


. . . the committee got a teacher aide 
fOmsUS. 


They're trying to get all the parents 
involved. 


. . . the goals of the program are being 
met. 


However 17, or 40.5% of the subjects interviewed, could not 
comment on the successfulness of the committee since they were 
unfamiliar with the function of this committee. One subject felt 
that the L.A.C. was very time consuming and with this point of view 
it was difficult for her to evaluate the success of the committee. 

Two, or 4.8% of the respondents, indicated a negative response 
to this item. One respondent was of the opinion that the IM AnjGs:"S 


activities should be the responsibility of the teacher and the school. 
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The other felt that the committee was futile in that: "all they do 
is talk about the same thing over and over—getting more parents 


involved." 


What is the extent of the committee's authority? 
Advisory? Decision-Making? 

Most of the respondents were uncertain as to the extent of» 
authority of the L.A.C.. Some felt that the committee had extensive 
authority in the area of implementing the ‘kindergarten’ program, 
in determining the goals of the program and in selecting and hiring 
the teachers. Others felt that there was a dichotomy between the 
authority that the committee has and the authority that it is 
supposed to have. A few respondents were of the opinion that the 
authority of the committee is limited by the teacher and the admini- 
stration of the school. Others felt that the authority of the L.A.C. 
was dependent upon a majority vote of all parents with children in 


the program. 


How Many persons are on the L.A.C.? How many of these 
are parents? Who else? 
Responses to this item were varied. Most thought that the 
L.A.C. consisted of 6 to 10 members although one respondent thought 
the committee might have as many as 15 members. Ten parents could 
not react to this question. 
Most respondents were of the opinion that parents compose 


the majority of the L.A.C.. A few of the parents in some of the 


schools stated that they thought certain community agencies were 
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represented on the L.A.C.. The agencies mentioned most frequently 
were: Preventive Social Services, Culture, Youth and Recreation and 


Health and Social Services. 


How were they selected? 


Eighteen of the 42 parents interviewed stated that the 
L.A.C. members were volunteers. Several people in each school made 
a comment similar to the following: 
HLStrestrictly volunteersy. wits atrtthe 
registration meeting in spring parents were 
told that if they didn't volunteer they wouldn't 
have a kindergarten—so they volunteered. 
Another typical comment was: 
. - . either they got a gentle nudge at 
the meeting last June—like a kick in the rear 
like I did—or they put up their hands and 
volunteered. 
Eight parents thought the L.A.C. members were selected by 


nomination and election. Sixteen parents, or 38.1%, did not know 


how the L.A.C. members were chosen. 


Item 12. In what ways do you feel that the E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' program that your child attends could be most 


improved, particularly in the area of parental involvement? 


Fifteen, or 35.7% of the respondents, stated that they did 
not know how the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program could be improved. 
Some of these respondents replied that they were satisfied with 
the status quo, others just had no suggestions to offer. 

The remaining 27 parents suggested numerous ways that 


parental involvement could be improved. The majority of these 
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respondents were of the opinion that teachers and administrators 
must be willing to accept parents in the program. Obviously many 
parents felt that this was not now the case. Two comments which 
qualified this opinion were: 
It is a very different kind of program with 
parental involvement and this is seen as 
threatening by some people in the established 
system. 
If parents are to be involved at all then 
you better, on the other hand, have teachers and 
administrators who are totally with parental 
involvement—not just verbally but they must 
live it and feel it. 
Other respondents claimed that more parents should be 


encouraged to become involved and gave the following suggestions: 


. . . should have a television program to 
encourage parental involvement. 


I think you can get a lot of parents 
involved by catching their interest on 
television. 
Nine respondents were of the opinion that greater communica- 
tion between the home and the school is needed. Some typical 


comments were: 


0 .ebaSicaproblemsas communication 
between teacher and principal and the parents. 


Parents don't know about E.C.S.. I don't 
know if its the fault of the school or the 
school board or E.C.S. for this lack of 
information. 


“ino -} program: couldebe improved by more 
communication, more telephoning, more 
newsletters .. - 


Others stated the opinion that only parents that want to be 


involved should be and that each parent should have the right to 
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make this decision. 


Only parents who want to have an input 
should have to. 


Parents must be able to choose their own 
involvement—much, some or none. 


The results of Interview Schedule Item 12 are summarized 


in Table LXVI. 


IV. RESPONSE VARIATIONS BETWEEN L.A.C. AND 


NON-L.A.C. PARENTS 


The data were analyzed to determine if any relationships 
exist between the L.A.C. parents and the non-L.A.C. parents inter- 
viewed as to their attitudes and opinions concerning parental 
involvement in E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs. Most variations 
noted between L.A.C. parents and non-L.A.C. parents were minor. 

The reasons for the variations were not clear in all cases. 

Most of the L.A.C. respondents stated that they were satis- 
fied with the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program as it is presently 
operated. On the other hand 3 non-L.A.C. parents were of the 
opinion that the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs should be more 
structured, more academic and less play oriented. These 3 respon- 
dents claimed that the program was "more like a playschool for four 
year olds." 

In examining responses to Interview Item 3 it was found that 
the L.A.C. parents had less difficulty than the non-L.A.C. parents 
in attempting to define parent involvement. Most non-L.A.C. parents 


could not define the term whereas most L.A.C. parents gave one or 
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TABLE LXVI 
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES TO INTERVIEW SCHEDULE ITEM 12 
In what ways do you feel that the E.C.S. ‘kindergarten’ program 


that your child attends could be most improved particularly 
in the area of parental involvement? 


ee eee 
ss WQor<#4owe 


Item Responses Frequency Percentage 
percicLpate,” tne a ee eee 
i Don't know. 15 B5ua/. 
une Greater acceptance of parents 
by teachers and administrators. al 2622 
Be Encouraging more parental 
involvement. 10 2355 
4. More communication. 9 21.4 
5s Parent involvement for only 
those who desire it. 4 9.5 
6. More involvement of fathers. 3 wae 
hae More parent education workshops. aL 2.4 
8. More fieldtrips. 1 2.4 
oe Establishing library of parent 
readings. a 2.4 
10. More academic learning in the 
children's program. 1 24 
was Compulsory parent involvement 
or no involvement at all. uk 2.4 
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more descriptive features in their attempt to define parental involve- 
ment. Responses such as "I don't know" and "difficult thing to come 
up with" were very prevalent in the non-L.A.C. group. 

Many of the L.A.C. parents emphasized a strong dislike to 
the number of E.C.S. tic forms that the government 
required as they found these “too time consuming and yidiculous.." 
They also expressed displeasure with "other parents who would not 
participate." The majority of non-L.A.C. parents were of the opinion 
thatethere wwase notningschateledon't like about parent involvement." 

In examining Interview Schedule Item 6 an interesting 
difference between enese two groups of parents is evident. The 
majority of the non-L.A.C. parents were of the opinion that "only 
those parents who want to be involved should be" whereas most of 
the L.A.C. parents expressed the opinion that all parents should be 
involved in the program in some way whether it be in the home or at 
school. 

The majority of the L.A.C. parents view parental involvement 
as a right that E.C.S. is guaranteeing the parents in, the ‘kander= 
garten' program. They felt that this right would be lost if all 
parents did not take advantage of the opportunities to be involved 
in the program. Most non-L.A.C. parents expressed the opinion that 
parent involvement was an individual matter. They also stated that 
they felt children should not be deprived of a 'kindergarten' 
experience because of their parents" lack of involvement. 

The variation found in Interview Schedule Items 9 and 10 


was most interesting. L.A.C. parents presently serving on this 
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committee stated that they desired less of this type of involvement 
whereas the non-L.A.C. parents desired some type of involvement on 
the L.A.C.. 

The majority of L.A.C. parents had some knowledge of the 
committee, its purpose and function in the B.C.S. ‘kindergarten 
program. They were of the opinion that the L.A.C. was effective. 
Most non-L.A.C. parents, were not familiar with this committee, its 
purpose or function, other than through monthly meetings and were 
uncertain as to its effectiveness. 

No revealing variations between L.A.C. and non-L.A.C. 
parents were found in Interview Schedule Items 4, GY says) 2s 

A summary of the report, conclusions of the findings, some 
recommendations for further research and implications will be found 


in the final chapter of this report. 
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CHAPTER V 


SUMMARY OF THE STUDY, CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS 


AND IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
I. SUMMARY OF THE STUDY 


The purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes and 
opinions held by parents concerning their involvement in BeCouor 
'kindergarten' programs with respect to the following research 
questions: 

1. What does parent involvement mean to the respondent? 

2. How do parents feel about parent involvement? 

3. How are parents presently involved in the program? 

4. How do parents desire to be involved in the program? 

5. What are the parents' perceptions of the L.A.C.? 

6. How can parental involvement be improved? 

In Chapter II research reports related to the study and a 
description of the Alberta Scene were presented. 

Chapter III reported the procedural considerations relevant 
to this study. The population for the investigation consisted of all 
parents whose children attended a funded E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program 
in an Edmonton Public School during the 1974-75 school year. From 
this population 6 participating schools were selected. All the 
parents, whose children attended the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program in 
these schools, were requested to complete the checklist-questionnaire 


and thus constituted the subjects for the study. The size of the 
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sample was 342. From this sample a randomly selected number of 42 
parents—7 from each school; 2 L.A.C. parents, 5 non-L.A.C. parents— 
were interviewed for the study. 

In Chapter IV the data were analyzed in terms of responses to 
the checklist-questionnaire tasks and the interview schedule items 
ana in terms of the response variations between L.A.C. and non-L.A.C. 


parents. 
II. CONCLUSIONS 


The major findings and conclusions of this investigation are 
discussed as they Revere to each of the research questions posed in 
the first chapter. These questions are restated and a summary of 
parental opinions pertaining to each question are reported and 


discussed. 


What does parental involvement mean to the respondent? 


All parents found the term, parent involvement, to be 
extremely difficult to define. Interview Schedule Item 3 yielded 
the following information: 

1. There was little consensus of opinion concerning a 

working definition of this term. 

2. In their attempt to define parental involvement, most 

parents mentioned one or more descriptive features, 

e.g., assisting with fieldtrips, attending meetings. 
3. The descriptive feature mentioned most often was 

"assisting the teacher when she requests help." 


4. Approximately 25% of the subjects were unable to state 
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what parent involvement means to them. 


How do parents feel about parental involvement? 


Interview Schedule Items 4 to 8 yielded the following 


information: 


ie 


When asked: What do you like most about parent involve- 
ment? slightly over 60% of the subjects' responses 
centered around their desire to have an interest in and 
to be aware of what their child is doing in the classroom. 
In addition a third of the parents indicated that what 
they like about parent involvement was the opportunity 

to assist the teacher and the children in the classroom. 
When asked: What do you like least about parent involve= 
ment? almost half of the subjects claimed either that 
they did not know or that there was nothing about parent 
involvement that they did not like. 

Over 60% of the subjects were of the opinion that only 
parents that want to be involved should be and that each 
parent should have the right to make this decision. 

No subject was opposed to the involvement of fathers in 
the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. 

Slightly over 40% of the subjects stated that fathers are 
involved in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten’ program that their 
child attends. 

Slightly over 20% of the subjects stated that fathers 

are involved on the L.A.C. 


Two thirds of the subjects were of the opinion that 
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government funding should not be based on parental 
involvement. 

Over three quarters of the subjects were of the opinion 
that the government should not have the right to legis- 


late parental involvement. 


How are parents presently involved in the program? 


The checklist-questionnaire yielded the following information: 


dhe 


For 43 of the 50 tasks in the checklist the majority Ope 
respondents are presently not involved. 
When analyzed in the categories, it was found that for 
all five enteegetea’ service, instructional support, 
decision-making, administrative and parent growth and 
development, the majority of parents are presently not 
involved. 
The task "collecting ‘junk ' for classroom use" yielded 
the largest percentage of parents involved (87.7%). The 
task, "reading articles or books on child development" 
yielded the second largest percentage of parents 
involved (69.6%). The tasks that yielded the next 
largest percentages of parents involved were: 
"Observing children in a classroom" (68.0%). 
"Assisting in the supervision of fieldtrips" (64.4%). 
"Discussing the children's program with the teacher, 
nurse, counsellor, etc." (60.8%). 
A complete ranking of all 50 tasks according to percentage 


of parents involved is to be found in Appendix D. 
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4. The tasks that yielded the lowest percentage of parents 
involved were: 
"Organizing the duty roster" (4.6%). 
"Supervising crosswalks" (6.2%). 
Sperone tat in music activities" (8.2%). 
"Doing clerical work" (8.2%). 
Interview Schedule Item 9 yielded the following cormaicn 
1. When asked to name the 3 tasks in which they were most 
involved during the past 6 months over 90% mentioned 
"assisting in the classroom." In addition over 60% 
stated involvement with fieldtrips and one-half mentioned 


meetings as tasks in which they are presently involved. 


How do parents prerer to be involved in the program? 


The checklist-questionnaire yielded the following information: 

1. For 32 of the 50 tasks in the checklist the majority of 
respondents desire involvement. 

2. When analyzed in the categories, it was found that for 
four of the five categories: service, instructional 
support, decision-making and parent growth and develop- 
ment the majority of parents desire involvement. For 
the other category, administrative, it was found that 
the majority do not desire involvement. 

3. The task "collecting 'junk' for classroom use" yielded 
the largest percentage for desired involvement (84.0%). 
The task "Observing children in a classroom" yielded the 


second largest percentage (81.4%). The tasks that yielded 
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the next largest percentages of parents desiring involve- 
ment were: 
"Assisting in the supervision of fieldtrips" (79.4%). 
“Reading articles or books on child development 
(78.9%). 
"Discussing the children's program with the teacher, 
nurse, counsellor, etc." (78.3%). | 
A ranking of all 50 tasks according to percentage of 
parents desiring involvement is to be found in Appendix E. 
4. The tasks that yielded the lowest percentage of parents 
desiring Spfalpenete were: 
"Organizing the duty roster (272.9%). 
"Supervising crosswalks" (33.03%). 
"Securing cost estimates for supplies and equipment 
for the children's program (2355) s 
"Preparing the program budget -a(3305%)- 
"Supervising bathroom breaks" w(3365%)'s 
Interview Schedule Item 10 yielded the following information: 
1. Over 85% of the subjects were satisfied with their 


present involvement. 


What are the parents! perceptions Ofethe nh. ACC. 


Interview Schedule Item 11 yielded the following information: 

1. Over one third of the subjects had no knowledge of the 
function of the L.A.C.. 

2. Slightly over one-half of the subjects were of the 


opinion that the L.A.C. was a useful committee because 
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according to E.C.S. guidelines a committee must be estab- 
lished before government funding is to be granted. Over 
one-third of the respondents were uncertain as to the 
usefulness of the L.A.C. because they had no knowledge 

of che eaeeien of this ‘committee. 

Over one-half of the subjects were of the opinion that 
the L.A.C. was an effective committee because they were 
successful in their attempt to obtain government funding 
for the program. Over one-third of the respondents were 
uncertain as to the success of the committee because they 
had no ieviteade of the function of this committee. 

Most of the respondents were uncertain as to the extent 
of authority of the L.A.C.. 

Most subjects were of the opinion that parents compose 
the majority of the L.A.C.. 

Over 40% of the subjects were of the opinion that L.A.C. 
members were selected by parents volunteering. Thirty- 
eight per cent did not know how the L.A.C. members were 


chosen. 


How can parental involvement be improved? 


Interview Schedule Item 12 yielded the following information: 


ile, 


Over one-third of the subjects did not know how parental 
involvement could be improved. 

Over one-quarter of the subjects felt parent involvement 
could be improved through greater acceptance of parents 


by teachers and administrators. 
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3. The remaining subjects suggested numerous ways in which 


parent involvement could be improved. 
III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 


This investigation has but touched the surface of an issue 
which is most relevant to educators in Alberta and elsewhere. The 


scope for continued research into parental involvement in E.C.S. 


'kindergarten' programs is unlimited. On the basis of the experience 


gained while conducting this project, the following are some recom- 
mended future courses of action. 

Research sould be designed to extend the breadth of this 
investigation. For example, the study could be replicated in other 
urban school districts, in rural areas and in privately operated 
E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs. Such studies would make it possible 
to compare parental opinions regarding their involvement in E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' programs in different school jurisdictions. 

A logical extension of this study is the replication of the 
study using a random sample of respondents from a more general popu- 
lation such as parents of children enrolled in the E.C.S. "kinder- 
garten' programs throughout the entire province. An approach such 
as this would make possible the generalization of findings to the 
level of the province at large. 


The majority of parents who co-operated in this study are 


presently not involved in the E.C.S. "kindergarten' program. However, 


the majority desire involvement. A study of parents' opinions 


regarding their involvement in the program might be considered after 
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two or three years to see if parents opinions regarding present and 
desired involvement have changed. 

An examination of the relationships among the various cate- 
gories of present and desired involvement and the relationship 
between parents' definition of parental involvement and their actual 
involvement would prove useful for increasing our understanding of 
parent involvement in E.C.S. 'kindergarten' programs. Such shies 
may even uncover other dimensions of involvement, and relationships 
among these dimensions, which were not uncovered by the present 
investigation. 

An deere sc tig variable which may affect parent involvement 
and which could be examined in some future study is group pressure 
on the individual. A study of this variable would most certainly 
be interesting and theoretically productive. 

A study of the involvement of parents in E.C.S. "kindergarten' 
programs might be expanded to include the attitudes of teachers and 
administrators. 

Studies could also be designed to extend the depth of the 
present investigation and to examine problems only alluded to in this 


exploratory project. 
IV. IMPLICATIONS 


The present relationship between teacher and parents that 
exists in the typical E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program requires that a 
teacher be able to work effectively with parents as well as with 


children. However, the typical ‘kindergarten’ teacher has received 
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little or no training in working with parents. Presently there is a 
great demand for teachers to interact and co-operate with parents, 
community agencies and professionals in various fields. There is an 
urgent need that in the preparation of teachers for meaningful inter- 
action with and Tele ae of parents in various roles as volunteers, 
decision-makers and partners in the education and development of 
children much greater consideration be given to parental involvement 
and its implication for teachers particularly at the 'kindergarten' 
level. Furthermore, consideration must be given to the preparation 
of administrators for effective management and implementation of 
parent involvement programs. 

An implication of importance lies in the variance of parental 
opinion regarding their present and desired involvement in E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' programs. It is evident from this study that there 
are individual differences among parents with regard to these 
matters. It is no less evident that iets are differences among 
schools. What may be appropriate for one school may be entirely 
inappropriate for another. and further research might well show 
that there are distinct differences between private and school board 
operated 'kindergartens,' between 'kindergartens' in urban and rural 
settings. E.C.S. should give much consideration to the possibility 
of differentiating between schools as to the category and degree of 
parental involvement. 

Perhaps the greatest implication of this study is the indica- 
tion of a need to identify and examine parent involvement activities 


and accomplishments in a much more comprehensive manner. What do 
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parents actually want? Should they be permitted, encouraged or 
dissuaded, with respect to their aspirations? The determination of 


answers to these questions is of utmost importance for the demands 


of parents may be imminent. 
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52125 Aes treet, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
Mancchie WO), O75. 


Dear Parent(s): 


Please find attached a checklist-questionnaire regarding 
parental involvement in the Early Childhood Senvicesuaibeceoe) 
'kindergarten' program. This checklist-questionnaire, with your 
assistance, will identify how parents are involved and how parents 
desire to be involved in the program. 


NO attempt is made to evaluate any parent and the study is 
NOT connected with the local school, the school board or any 
government agency. Your name will NOT be used in any reporting of 
the results of this survey. 


The results of this survey will be used in the writer's 
thesis in fulfilling requirements for a Master of Education degree 
from the University of Alberta. 

Please complete the checklist-questionnaire according to 
your involvement in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. DO NOT put 
your name on the checklist. When you have completed the checklist- 
questionnaire please return it in the stamped self-addressed 


envelope that is provided. 


'Please return it as soon as possible. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
tal, Lf age 


Dania P. Vogel 
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DIRECTIONS: 


The tasks below indicate some of the ways that parents can be 


involved in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. Please answer each 
task in the checklist by: 


(a) checking (VY) one of the three boxes under the words 
PRESENT INVOLVEMENT to indicate how you ARE INVOLVED in 
the task area mentioned 


AND 


(b) checking (Vv) one of the three boxes under the words 
DESIRED INVOLVEMENT to indicate how you would PREFER to 
be INVOLVED in the task area. 


PRESENT INVOLVEMENT DESIRED INVOLVEMENT 


Much | Some | None 
Completing the E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' 
application forms. 


Supervising bathroom 
breaks. 


Selecting program 
personnel, e.g., 
teachers, teacher- 
aides. 








Collecting ‘junk' for 
classroom use, e€.g., 
egg cartons, buttons. 


Supervising small 

group activities. 
Responding to children's 
questions in the 
classroom. 

Leading small group 

discussions with 

children. 
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Supervising snacks 
(juice and cookies). 


Doing clerical work, © 
@.9.),) typing, “dup= 
licating materials. 


Interviewing program 
personnel, e.9g%., 
teachers, teacher- 
aides. 


Preparing art and 
craft materials. 


Sewing, e.g., costumes, 
curtains, puppets. 


Participating in study- 
group sessions on child 
development, nutrition, 
language development, 
CieCr 


Laminating parent and 
teacher made materials. 


Choosing materials for 
the children's program. 


Working in an activity 
center with small 
groups of children. 


Serving on the Local 
Advisory Committee 
(RAZ...) ts 


PRESENT INVOLVEMENT 


Much Some | None 





DESIRED INVOLVEMENT 


Much Some None 
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PRESENT INVOLVEMENT DESIRED INVOLVEMENT 


Much Some | None Much | Some | None 
Talking to children 
about your work, 
hobbies, etc. 


Purchasing equipment 
for the children's 
program as ordered by 
the teacher. 


Reading articles or 
books on child 
development. 





Assessing program 
needs. 


Helping to arrange a 





and set out equipment 
and materials. 





Explaining to children 
reasons for observing 
class rules. 





Choosing equipment for 
the children's program. 
Preparing a newsletter 
to keep parents 
informed. 


Planning and organizing 
fieldtrips. 


Reading and/or telling 
stories to children. 
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PRESENT INVOLVEMENT 


Much | Some | None 
Assisting with out- 
door play activities. 


Organizing fund 
raising events, e.g., 
raffles, tea and 
bake sales. 


Setting program goals 
and objectives. 


Observing children in 
a 'kindergarten' 
classroom. 


Serving on a telephone 
committee. 


Constructing tables, 
blocks, animal cages, 
eucepmcoL, cClLassroon 
use. 


Planning the children's 
program. 


Preparing the program 
budget. 


Assisting in music 
activities. 


Evaluating the objec- 
tives and goals of the 
children's program. 


Preparing snacks (juice 
and cookies). 


DESIRED INVOLVEMENT 


Much None 
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40. 


4l. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


PRESENT INVOLVEMENT 


Much | Some |} None 
Securing cost estimates 
for supplies and equip- 
ment for the children's 
program. 


Assisting in the 
supervision of field- 
EnieS: 


Organizing the duty 
GOsten® 


Viewing films, slides, 
6te., in the. parent 
program. 


Participating in work- 
shops and leadership 
training sessions. 


Discussing the chil- 
dren's program with 

the teacher, nurse, 

counsellor, etc. 


Preparing materials 
for the children's 
pLrodrel,se.0g.,. Charts, 
puzzles, games. 


Organizing a parent 
study group. 


Helping children dress 
and undress (clothing, 
footwear) in the 
classroom. 


DESIRED eve 


i 
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PRESENT INVOLVEMENT DESIRED INVOLVEMENT 










49. Purchasing materials 
for the children's 
program. 


50. Tidying and cleaning 
up the classroom. 













Other (please specify): 
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GUIDE TO THE SCHEDULE AND 


INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE GUIDE 


Hello, my name is Dania Vogel. I telephoned you earlier and 
we arranged to meet at this time for an interview. May I come in? 
Here is my letter of introduction. 


(Begin a conversation about the weather, etc., to establish some 
initial rapport with the respondent while the materials are being 
unpacked. Place cassette tape recorder on the floor. Walt until 
subject is seated. Distance is important. The greater the distance 
the more detached and formal the interview becomes. ) 


Before I begin asking my questions I'd like to tell you 
something about what I'm doing. I am conducting a study to determine 
how parents feel about their involvement mie Lunded BeCceo. Kinder— 
garten' programs. It is felt that the opinions of parents who have 
children in this program are a very important part of the Study. Lc 
is impossible to get the opinions of all parents so you are one of 
the few parents selected for an interview. The opinions I obtain 
from all the parents I interview will be used in my thesis. 


I'd like to record our interview on this little tape recorder. 
The reasons for using this is because it would be impossible for me 
to write down everything you say. As a matter of fact, interviewers 
who have attempted to do this have found that they can only write 
down about one third of everything that is said. 


After the interview I'll use the tape to type out what you 
said and then I can erase and re-use the tape for other interviews. 


During the interview I'll be reading guestions. As you are 
answering these questions I may be writing shorthand comments about 
your reactions, or things which will not show up on the tape. For 
example you may give an opinion and say it with a smile. On the tape 
it may sound like you said it with a frown. It is important that 
this be noted so that the real reason behind your comments is clear. 
Part of the way we talk is with facial expressions. 


For this reason I will be unemotional to any opinion that 
you express. If I smiled or frowned I may cause you to change your 
words. I wouldn't want to do that because anything you say is not 
out of place and I won't appear shocked or pleased at your opinion. 
All I ask is that you say what you believe. As I've said before 
your opinions will not be made public. What is said here is between 
you and me. 


I'm sure you have other questions about ties Ss LUCY see. Le De 
pleased to tell you more about it more fully after the interview. 


(May be some need for light conversation at this point to make sure 
the respondent feels at ease. The tape recorder can be started 
during this light conversation. ) 
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Item 1: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Item 2: 


Probe: 


INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 


Would you like to make any comments concerning the 
checklist-questionnaire? 


Was there anything about it that you were not able to 
understand? 

Was it too long? Too short? Were there any tasks 
omitted? 


Your child attends an E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program? 
What can you tell me about this program? 


Are you pleased that your child is in this program? 


IF ANSWER YES: 


Probe: 


What things about the program make you pleased that 
yourlchilvdtis invite 


IF ANSWER NO: 


Probe: 


Item 3: 


Probe: 


Probe: 
Item 4: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Item 5: 


Probe: 


Item 6: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Why do you say that? (Probe for reasons.) 


The E.C.S. philosophy is that parents should be involved 
in the 'kindergarten' program. What do you understand 
parental involvement to mean? 


Does parental involvement mean anything else to you? 


How would you define parent involvement? 
What do you like most about parental involvement? 


What else do you like about parental involvement? 


Has parental involvement been of any benefit to your 
child? (Explain your answer.) 


What do you like least about parental involvement? 
(Explain your answer.) 


Is there anything else that you don't like about parental 
involvement? 


Some people feel that all parents should be involved in 
the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program. Other people feel 
that only those who want to be involved should be. 

How do you personally feel about Chis 


What about parents who do not have the time to be 
involved? 


What if both parents work outside the home? 
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Probe: What about single parent families? 


Item 7: What is your opinion about the involvement of fathers 
in the E.C.S. 'kindergarten' program? 
Probe: Should fathers be involved? (Explain your answers.) 


Probe: Are fathers involved in the program your child attends? 
To what extent? 


Probe: Are any fathers on the Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.)? 
Probe: In what ways might fathers become more involved in the 


program? 


Item 8: Parents must be involved in the E.C.S. ‘kindergarten! 
program before government funding is granted. How do 
you feel about this? 


Probe: Should government have the right to legislate parental 
involvement? (Explain your answer.) 


Item 9: Have you been involved in the E.C.S. "kindergarten' 
program during the past six months? 
IF ANSWER YES: 
Probe: In what ways were you involved? 


Probe: Please name the three tasks in which you were most 
involved? 


IF ANSWER NO: 
Probe: Do you mind telling me why you were not involved? 


(Probe for reasons.) 


Item 10: Would you have preferred to be involved in the E.C.S. 
'kindergarten' program during the past six months ina 
different way than you were? 

IF ANSWER YES: 

Probe: Please tell me some of these ways. 


Probe: Name the three tasks in which you would have preferred to 
be involved. 


IF ANSWER NO: 
Probe: Why do you say that? (Probe for reasons.) 
Eten ia: Some parents are involved on the Local Advisory Committee 
(L.A.C.). Are you familiar with the LeAsC<? 


IF ANSWER YES: 


Probe: Please describe briefly the work of this committee? 
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Probe: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Probe: 


Item 12: 


In your opinion is it a useful committee? (Explain your 
answer. ) 


In your opinion is it a successful committee? (Explain 
your answer.) 


What is the extent of the committee's authority? 
Advisory? Decision-making? 

How many parents are on the L.A.C.? How many of these 
are parents? Who else? 


How were these people selected? 
In what ways do you feel that the E.C.S. "kindergarten ' 


program that your child attends could be most improved, 
particularly in the area of parental involvement. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Mr. James F. Falconer 
Chairman 


Mr. Mel Binder 


Mrs. Shirley Forbes 


Mrs. Catherine Ford 


Mr. R. Herbert Jamieson 


Mr. Ro Vernon Johnson 


Mr. FE. Lund 


ADMINISTRATION 


Mr. M, A. Strembitsky 
Supecintendent 
Secretary: Lreasurer 

Mr, 1. Wo Meen 
Deputy Superintendent 

Mr. C. Daneliuk 
Associate Superintendent 
Curriculum 

Mr. G. P. Nicholson 
Associate Superintendent 


School Resources 


Mr, R.A, Jones 
Deputy Secretary 


Mr. G. T. Dodds 
Deputy Treasurer 


EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


10010 - 107A Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 0Z8, Telephone (403) 429-5621 


TeOmmeWonOUN eee ll" iMOALY. CONCERN 


LETTER OF INTRODUCTION FOR 


DANIA VOGEL 


Mrs. Dania Vogel, a teacher with the Edmonton Public School Board 
on leave of absence in graduate studies for the 1974-75 school year 
has been granted permission to conduct research in Early Childhood 
Studies in the area of parental involvement in the Kindergarten 
Program. 


One important aspect of the research is the interview with the 
parents whose children are presently attending an Early Childhood 
Services "Kindergarten" Program. The purpose of the interview is 
to get first hand opinions from parents with regard to parental 
involvement in the Early Childhood Services "Kindergarten" programs. 
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RANKING OF TASKS FOR PRESENT INVOLVEMENT 
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RANKING OF TASKS ACCORDING TO PERCENTAGE OF ALL 
RESPONDENTS PRESENTLY INVOLVED 





Task Description 


Collecting "junk." 
Reading articles/books. 


Observing children. 


Assisting on fieldtrips. 


Discussing child's prgm. 
Preparing snacks. 
Supervising small grps. 
Supervising snacks. 
Preparing art andcraft. 
Explaining class rules. 
Helping children dress. 


Tidying the classroom. 


‘Arranging materials. 


Responding to questions. 


Preparing materials. 


Participating in study 
groups. 


Reading stories. 
Assessing prgm. needs. 
Completing forms. 
Planning fieldtrips. 
Working in act. center. 
Telephone committee. 
Sewing. 

Talking to children. 


Assisting with outdoor 
activities. 


Category 


Service 
Parent Growth 
Parent Growth 
Instr. Support 
Parent Growth 
Service 
insuySouppOre 
Instr. Support 
Service 
instrs support 
Service 
Service 
Service 
Instr. scupport 


Service 


Parent Growth 
Instr. Support 
Decision-making 
Administrative 
Decision-making 
Instr. Support 
Service 

Service 


Instr. Support 


TS tis sO. O tne 


Percentage 
Involvement 
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RANKING OF TASKS ACCORDING TO PERCENTAGE OF ALL 
RESPONDENTS PRESENTLY INVOLVED (Continued) 











Percentage 
Task Task Description Category Involvement Rank 
3 Selecting personnel. Decision-making 2257 26 
ef Serving on L.A.C. Administrative Zeck 27 
de) Choosing materials. Decision-making 22a 28 
38 Evaluating goals. Decision-making 22.1 28 
20 Purchasing equipment. Administrative iE 6) 30 
44 Participating in 
workshops. Parent Growth L355 31 

14 Laminating materials. Service 187.0 a2 
ti Leading grp. discussions. Instr. Support Lie 33 
25 Choosing equipment Decision-making Ibe 34 
cul Setting prgrm. goals. Decision-making 1650 35 
2 Supervising bathroom. Service 15.4 36 
36 Preparing prgrm. budget. Decision-making Mele) S7, 
She Planning program. Decision-making 12.4 38 
49 Purchasing materials. Administrative Nee) 39 
43 Viewing films, slides. Parent Growth Wake 40 
26 Preparing newsletters. Administrative 10.8 4l 
34 Constructing tables. Service 10.8 41 
30 Organizing fund events. Administrative 8.8 43 
40 Securing cost estimates. Administrative Sat 44 
47 Organizing study-groups. Administrative hi 7 44 

9 Doing clerical work. Service B22 46 
oy) Assisting in musical act. Instr. Support 8.2 46 
10 Interviewing prgrm. 

personnel. Administrative C6 48 

19 Supervising crosswalks. Service G2 48 
42 Organizing duty roster. Administrative 4.6 50 
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RANKING OF TASKS ACCORDING TO PERCENTAGE OF ALL 


RESPONDENTS DESIRING INVOLVEMENT 


Task Description 


Colvecting | junk | 
Observing children. 
Assisting on fieldtrips. 
Reading articles/books. 
Discussing child's prgm. 
Supervising small grps. 
Workang@in act. center. 


Participating in study 
groups. 


Assisting with outdoor 
activities. 


Reading stories. 
Planning fieldtrips. 
Preparing snacks. 
Preparing art and craft. 
Assessing prgm. needs. 
Preparing materials. 
Responding to questions. 
Talking to children. 
Explaining class rules. 
Arranging materials 
Sewing. 

Helping children dress. 
Supervising snacks. 
Tidying the classroom. 


Evaluating goals. 


Leading grp. discussions. 


Category 


Service 

Parent Growth 
Instr. Support 
Parent Growth 
Parent Growth 
Instr. Support 


Instr. Support 
Parent Growth 


ZnSte. Support 
Instr. Support 
Decision-making 
Service 

epeuraitals 
Decision-making 
Service 

Instr. Support 
Instr. Support 
Instr. Support 
Service 

Service 

Service 

instr. Support 
Service 
Decision-making 


Instr. Support 


Percentage 
Involvement 


Rank 
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. Percentage 

Task Task Description Category Involvement Rank 
I Completing forms. Administrative bone 26 
ABS) Choosing materials. Decision-making 54.1 PAG | 
33 Telephone committee. Service oe bes) 28 

3 Selecting personnel. Decision-making S151 29 
44 Participating in 

workshops. Parent Growth 5160 30 
43 Viewing Skee slides. Parent Growth SOS Sui, 
oak Setting program goals. Decision-making 502.0 32 
25 Choosing equipment. Decision-making 49.0 33 
14 Laminating materials. Service 46.4 34 
20 Purchasing equipment. Administrative 45.8 ee) 
35 Planning programs. Decision-making 45.4 36 
34 Constructing tables. Service 41.3 37 
47 Organizing study-groups. Administrative 4x2 38 
30 Organizing fund events. Administrative Sor 7 s}3] 
9 Doing clerical work. Service Bore 40 
IH Servingeon GeA.C. Administrative 3971 41 
49 Purchasing materials. Administrative ahem, f/ 42 
26 Preparing newsletters. Administrative EHS 43 
37, Assisting in music act. instr. Support EW ISS) 43 
10 Interviewing program 
personnel. Administrative 34.5 45 

2 Supervising bathrooms. Service S300 46 
36 Preparing program budget. Decision-making ersho ®) 46 
40 Securing cost estimates. Administrative 33.0 46 
19 Supervising crosswalks. Service Bono 49 
42 Organizing duty roster. Administrative 21.9 50 





RANKING OF TASKS ACCORDING TO PERCENTAGE OF ALL 
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